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ADI SHANKARA 


A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 


TONNE 
1] 


\ 
CN ‘ 
+ 
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OVER A THOUSAND YEARS AGO, IN THE VILLAGE OF KALAOI, 
ON THE RIVER PERIYAR IN KERALA, THERE LIVED A PIOUS COUPLE, 
SHIVAGURU AND ARYAMBA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ARYAMBA, TOMORROW THEY REACHED THE TEMPLE AND SPENT 
WE SHALL SET OUT THE DAY WORSHIPPING LORD SHIVA. 
ON A PILGRIMAGE TO 


THE TEMPLE OF AW AW CaP". B2xOG 


ww www mms a NIA 
SANE 


CHANDRAMOU > = ad ; 
LISHWARA AT { ) AY 
TRICHUR. 


THAT NIGHT, THEY WENT TO BED EARLY, TIRED BUT CONTENT. STRANGE TO SAY, 
BOTH OF THEM HAD THE VERY SAME DREAM IN WHICH LORD SHIVA, DISGUISED 
AS A SAGE, APPEARED BEFORE THEM. 


eS /, f // hy 
YOU SHALL BE BLESSED ; 
WITH EITHER MANY a \// LBs 
ORDINARY SONS, OR ONE \, YE WHO ESS 


EXTRAORDINARY SON WY 


REVERED 
SIR, GIVE US at : 
THE ONE SOV “SS a REVERED 


| SIR, GIVE US 
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ADI SHANKARA 


FULL OF JOY, THEY RETURNED HOME TO KALADI THE NEXT DAY, AND CONTINUED TO 
SERVE THE LEARNED, THE AGED AND THE POOR. 
a ' J ! ; 


MONTHS PASSED. THEN ONE BRIGHT DAY AT THIS CHILD 
NOON A CHILD WAS BORN TO ARYAMBA. IS PERFECT IN 
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ALL 
4 RESPECTS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN SHANKARA WAS FIVE YEARS OLD, HE WAS INVESTED WITH THE SACRED THREAD. 


Ba may you Have | -@ 
A LONG AND 
GLORIOUS LIFE. 


THEN HE WENT TO LIVE AND LEARN IN THE HOUSE OF A LEARNED TEACHER, 
AS WAS THE CUSTOM IN THOSE DAYS. 


W 
\ cw a W 
( 


THE STUDENTS HAD TO GO OUT COLLECTING ALMS FROM HOUSEHOLDERS 
AS PART OF THEIR DISCIPLINE. ONE DAY ON ONE SUCH ROUND — 


MY SON, .-» ONLY AN 
| AM ASHAMED. AMLAKA FRUIT 
TO OFFER. 


ADI SHANKARA 


/ 
SHANKARA WAS DEEPLY MOVED. gery pipes eee 


r >, — 2 al 7 e 
eEIRIIS 50 Nor Geicve, RAINED FROM ABOVE 
/ y MOTHER. MAY THE 
BLESSINGS OF THE 
DIVINE MOTHER BE 
YOURS. 


LG 


FEEBLE WITH GRIEF THAT ONE 
DAY AS SHE WAS ON HER WAY 
TO THE RIVER... 


y 


HIS MOTHER HAD BECOME SO “..SHE FAINTED. : 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHANKARA, WITH THE HELP OF HIS FRIENDS 
MANAGED TO TAKE HER HOME. 


SHANKARA AND HIS FRIENDS WENT TO THE RIVER, PUT UP A SAND BUND AND 
MADE THE RIVER CHANGE ITS COURSE. 


THE WATER BEGAN TO FLOW PAST HIS HOUSE. 

‘ / AM INDEED 
BLESSED TO HAVE 
SHANKARA FOR 


ADI SHANKARA 


WHILE AT HOME, SHANKARA WAS SPIRITUAL UNITY 
ALWAYS DEEP IN THOUGHT. COMES FIRST. 


a . NATIONAL UNITY 
KINGS AT wak AND \ ) : 


WILL FOLLOW. 
INTOLERANT PRIESTS AS A SANYASI 
ARE DESTROYING : / 1 SHALL 
MY COUNTRY. ACHIEVE 
THIS LAND DW THIS. 


NEEDS UNITY. 


KING RAJASHEKHARA OF KERALA 
ADMIRED SHANKARA’S SCHOLARSHIP. 


tp jh y 
IwisH TO | Mm Wi 
LEAVE HOME (it MM 
AND BECOME ///, 
A SANYASI.  |fi/[ HOW CAN YOU 

1 SEEK YOUR BEAR TO LEAVE 
PERMISSION. YOUR MOTHER? 

BESIDES YOU 
MUST MARRY. 
NO! 
| CANNOT 
LET YOU GO. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE DID NOT HAVE TO WAIT LONG. ONE 
EVENING AS HE WAS BATHING 
IN THE RIVER — 


ZB MOTHER, | AM a O SON! WHAT 
PERMISSION + A ABOUT TO DIE. Pe a IS THE USE 
ONE DAY SHE Bee GIVE ME YOUR [BAMBOF MY PER- 
WILL RELENT. PERMISSION. LET MISSION Now? 


SHANKARA DIP NOT GIVE 
UP HOPE. 


/ WILL NOT GO 
YATHOUT MY MOTHER'S 


PLL WAIT. 


AT THAT MOMENT THE CROCODILE 
‘OUR WISH LET GO AND DISAPPEARED INTO THE 
IF ‘YOU MUST. DEPTHS OF THE RIVER. 
| GIVE YOU 
PERMISSION 
TO BECOME 
A SANYASI. 4 


MOTHER, YOU HAD TO 
1AM SAFE! LIVE. YOU HAVE 
GREAT TASKS 
| AHEAD OF YOU. 


tht: 
SS 


10 


ADI SHANKARA 


THREE DAYS LATER SHANKARA LEFT HOME IN SEARCH OF A GURU, TO BE 
FORMALLY INITIATED AS A SANYASI. 


MOTHER, | PROMISE, 
| WILL COME BACK 
WHEN YOU NEED ME, 


FAREWELL! 
GOD BE 
WITH ‘/OU. 


SHANKARA BEGAN THE JOURNEY WHICH TOOK HIM TO EVERY NOOK AND CORNER OF INDIA' 


iff + 
“ 


MAY ALL THE 
WORLD BE 
BLESSED WITH 
PEACE AND (N 


HAPPINESS . 
Z| AY 


4: 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE TWELVE-YEAR-OLD SHAIVKARA 
APPROACHED THE SAGE WITH 
REVERENCE. 


AS THEY SAT TALKING — 


4] WHAT ARE YOUR 
Ry BELIEFS AND WHAT 


>, vy. 
& 


SHANKARA WAS ORDAINED 
* 2PARAMAHAMSA SANYASI. 


SIR, THE NARMADA IS 
IN SPATE. IT HAS SUB- 
MERGED THE VILLAGE 


* THE HIGHEST 
ORDER OF SANYASA. 
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ADI SHANKARA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER THREE YEARS WITH HIS GURU SHANKARA TOLD HIS GURU 
HAD PASSED, SHANKARA HAD A VISION. OF THE VISION. 


1, VEDAVYASA, URGE YOU WHAT MY SON, GO TO 
SHOULP| KASHI AND SPREAD 
| DO 2? |OUR PHILOSOPHY 
OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


TO MOVE ONWARDS 
ON YOUR GREAT 
MISSION OF UNITY. 


AT KASHI, VISHNU SHARMAN, A SOUTH 
INDIAN SCHOLAR OF THE CHOLA KINGDO 
CAME TO SHANKARA . 


WILL YOU 
UR] ACCEPT ME 
DEAS A DISCIPLE, 
VENERABLE 


VISHNU SHARMAN, WHO BECAME HIS 
CLOSEST DISCIPLE, WAS ADMITTED 
INTO SHANKARA’S ORDER OF SANYASIS . 


YES. YOU SHALL 


BE KNOWN AS 
* SANANDANA. 


*/ ATER PADMAPADA. \ 


14 


ADI SHANKARA 


AT KASHI, SHANKARA MOT ONLY TAUGHT PHILOSOPHY, BUT WORSHIPPED REGULARLY AT 
DIFFERENT TEMPLES,TOO. = p 


2 


AMONG THE DEVOTEES AT KASHI WAS THEN) HE WENT ON IN VERSE FORM TO 
A FAMOUS POET, KALANANDA, WHO REQUEST SHANKARA TO ACCEPT HIM AS 
RECITED HIS VERSES TO SHANKARA. HIS DISCIPLE. 


YOU SHALL BE 
THOTAKACHARYA . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE DAY AS SHANKARA AND HIS DISCIPLES WERE RETURNING FROM THE 
RIVER GANGA, AFTER THEIR BATH AT NOON, 
AN OUTCASTE CAME FROM THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION . 


MOVE OUT 
OF THE WAY! 
MOVE ! MOVE! 


rje fl : J ; 
ie = -< 4 yo 4 j oi 
iV 
} i Lg l 7 \\ uy BODY OF COMMON 


CLAY OR MY SOUL OF 
ALL-PERVADING 
CONSCIOUSNESS ? 


HE HAS SEEN THE 
ONE REALITY IN 
ALL. HE IS INDEED || 
MY GURU, REGARD- 
LESS OF HIS 

LOW BIRTH. 
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ADI SHANKARA 


ON ANOTHER OCCASION, SHANKARA STOPPED AT A SCHOOL-ROOM 
WHERE AN AGED TEACHER TAUGHT GRAMMAR, DAY AFTER DAY. 


REPEAT, 


SHANKARA SPOKE TO THE TEACHER, | 


ST 


| THE SOUL IS NOT 
TAWAKENED BY PER- 


TY THE LORD GOVINDA, 
S22 AND LET NOT THE 
mm SOUL BECOME NUMB. 
~ | BHAJAGOVINDAM, 

GOVINDAM. 


THROUGHOUT HIS STAY AT KASHI, SHAVMKARA MET SAGES AND 
DISCUSSED AND DEFINED HINDUISM WITH THEM. 


TRUE HAPPINESS 
DOES NOT LIE IN... 


PRESENCE 
OF THE ONE 
REALITY 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT LAST HE DECIDED TO LEAVE KASHI AND WENT NORTH ON HIS MISSION 
OF PEACE ANP UNITY, TO HARIDWAR AND THEN TO RISHIKESH. 


h 


Kl CaN he 


ati Re 
i iy F 


: L_ | MASTER, WE HAD HIDDEN IT 
SSS] IN THE RIVER GANGA TO 
SAVE IT FROM THE RAIDS 
OF THE HILL—TRIBES. NOW Bagge 
NNOT FIND. IT. 


HANKARA 


GO, LOOK FOR 
THE IDOL AGAIN! 


ADI SHANKARA 
AFTER SOME TIME THE PRIESTS RETURNED. Fin 


JAI MASTER! MASTER! THE IMAGE |fF¢ 
BHAGAVAN! | HAS BEEN FOUND AND HAS # 


JAI BEEN REINSTALLED IN THE 
BHAGAVAN! 


SHANKARA NEXT WENT TO THE HILL-TRIBES AWD TALKED TO THEM 
ABOUT REFORMING THEIR WAYS. WE Stop! CEASE YOUR EVIL 


WAYS AND TRY TO SEEK 
TRUE HAPPINESS WHICH 
LIES IN THE ONE REALITY. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT BADRINATH TOO THE IDOL IN SHANKARA FOUND THE (DOL ANP HIMSELF 
THE TEMPLE WAS MISSING. INSTALLED IT IN THE TEMPLE 


MASTER, 
HELP US FIND 
THE IDOL . 


THEN CALLING FORTH A FEW 
NAMBUDIRIS FROM KERALA — 


THE TEMPLE AND THE 
IDOL SHALL HENCEFORTH 
BE IN YOUR CARE. 


a 
ACA \ ad 


=$ a || \ 
itl A\\ 
FROM THERE HE WENT FURTHER NOR 


FOR SEVEN LONG DAYS THEY 
TO GANGOTRI AND UTTARA KASHI, DISCUSSED HIS DOUBTS. AT THE 
WHERE HE WAS VISITED BY A SAGE. 


END OF THE SESSION — 
| HAVE COME FOR SOME MAY YOUR LIFE-GSGPAN BE 
CLARIFICATION ON VEDA 


DOUBLED AND THE WORLD 
BENEFIT BY YOUR WORK. 


/ 


SHANKARA AT THAT TIME if 
WAS OMLY SIXTEEN YEARS OLD. 


ADI SHANKARA 


SHANKARA AND HIS DISCIPLES THEN RETURNED TO BADRINATH 
AND LIVED THERE FOR SOME TIME. 


I’M COMING, 


nv 


SANANDANA! = 226 ¥F-rx. GURUDEVA ! 
& eA.” 


ae 


SANANDANA WALKED STRAIGHT OVER THE RIVER AND LO! LOTUSES SPRANG 
UP BENEATH HIS FEET TO SUPPORT HIM ON THE WATER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHANKARA THEN RETURNED TO KASHI. 
THERE, AT PRAYAG, HE MET KUMARILA 
BHATTA, THE PURE RITUALIST. 


SALUTATIONS, | BLESSEP AM | TO 

O SUPREME KNOW YOU. MAY 

UPHOLDER OF MY DISCIPLE 

THE VEDAS! MANDANA MISHRA 

Ma TR GZ ) ALSO HAVE THIS 
APY q IAA 

wes | |) 


AT BADRINATH SHANKARA FOUNDED 
THE JSYOTI MATH AND APPOINTED 
THOTAKACHARYA AS ITS HEAD. 


MAY THIS NORTHERN 
JYOTI PEETHA 
5 FLOURISH WITH YOU 


\ AS 
E 


OOD FORTUNE. 


1 SHALL 
SEEK OUT 
MANDANA 
MISHRA 
ON MY 
OWN . 


INAUSPICIOUS! [J WHY ARE YOU HERE, A 
INAUSPICIOUS! J] SANYAS! 2 YOU DO NOT HAF 


>} inauspicious! 
es] INAUSPICIOUS! 


ADI SHANKARA 


SHAIVKARA THEN TURNED TO MANDANAS 
WIFE, SARASWATI. 


SALUTATIONS TO THE 
MOTHER SARASWATI, 
THE MOTHER OF ALL 


SHANKARA WAS UNPERTURBED. 


YOUR AGED AND 
VENERABLE GURU 
KUMARILA 
DIRECTED ME 
HERE. HE WANTED 
ME TO DISCOURSE 
WITH YOU ON THE 
ETERNAL TRUTH. 


AGS 
ee |; er) 
di ane 


IF IT IS MY GURU'S : ~ iy) HE,VVHO 
WISH, WE WILL = FAILS TO 
BEGIN DISCUSSIONS DEFEND 
STRAIGHT - y HIS OWN 
; BELIEFS, 
MUST 
ACCEPT 
THE OTHER’S 
CREED. 
SARASVVA 11 
HERSELF 
I} SHALL BE 
THE JUDGE. 


WO Fro \ 


HOW CAN A SANSASI, | ACCEPT YOUR 
WHO HAS NO EXPERI- VERDICT, MOTHER. 


ENCE AS A CITIZEN | NEED TO BE WISE 
AND A HOUSEHOLDER, DLJ IN: THE WAYS OF THE 
CLAIM COMPLETE WORLD. GIVE ME TIME. 


KNOWLEDGE 2 ry 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHANKARA THEN LEFT HIS AMAZED DISCIPLES AMD WENT TO A SECLUDED SPOT 
AMONG THE HILLS. THERE HE TURNED 
TO FACE THE FAITHFUL PADMAPADA. | aster INO, PADMAPADA . 

. SPIRITUAL PERFECTION 


ISN’T MOTHER SARASWATI WRONG 2 IN 

WHAT WAY CAN THE EXPERIENCES OF A |) MUST OE ft TAINED iN 
CITIZEN AND A HOUSEHOLDER HELP IN THE EEE 
SEARCH FOR WISDOM ? THEY ARE, IN FACT, 
OBSTACLES TO SPIRITUAL PERFECTION. 


LISTEN CAREFULLY. 


| SHALL WILL MYSELF Wi ' 
INTO A STATE OF \ MY SOUL TAKES FLIGHT TO 


SAMADHI, THROUGH 1 yy |ANOTHER BODY. TILL ITS RE- 
2 FF, TURN GUARD MY d OWN. 
—— dimes a — 


SHANKARA’S SOUL TRAVELLED TO A TOWN IN “VANGA-DESHA. 


yr 


4 
1 WG Widernod 


fh. 
YI \ ff 
“Wak 
Me a 
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ADI SHANKARA 


THERE , |1T BROUGHT TO LIFE THE KING OF VANGA DESHA,WHO WAS ON HIS 
DEATHBED. 
THE KING IS 


WELL.IT IS OUR 
GOOD FORTUNE. 


GOD HAS BEEN 
GOOD TO US. 
REWARD THE DOCTORS 
AND ALL ATTENDANTS. 


| I "4 | 
wD ih THE KING CAME OUT ON THE BALCONY AND 
ee 


SHANKARA BEGAN EXPERIENCING HIS LIFE OF 
JOYS AMP SORROWS. 


Ole Fo od ae r 
4 Ai 1 a AR 9 : 
Vel She 0/2 : La) toa 
Pee) 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
SHANKARA EXPERIENCED THE RESPONSIBILITIES AMD WORRIES OF A KING. 


THE FORTS HAD TO BE GUARDED, THE KINGDOM DEFENDED AND THE EVIL-DOERS 
PUNISHED. 


LA 


AT SEVERAL GLITTERING DURBARS, HE EXPERIENCED THE JOYS AND LUXURIES 
OF LIFE TOO. 


ADI SHANKARA 


SO SHANKARA’S SPIRIT LEFT THE 
KING’S BODY... 
AV) 


WHEN SHANKARA HAD GATHERED 
ENOUGH EXPERIENCE OF A WORLDLY 
LIFE, ITS GOOD ANP EVIL — 


| SHALL NOW RETURN 
TO SARASWA | AND 
MY DEBATE WITH 
MANDANA MISHRA . 


et ob 
rt 


SHANKARA THEN LEFT PADMAPADA 
AND RETURNED TO PRESENT 
HIMSELF BEFORE MANDANA MISHRA. 


DEVOTION 
AND LOYALTY. | 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR THE TWO SCHOLARS TO BEGIN. — 


YOU MAY BEGIN THE SSE A 
— | DEBATE NOW, WISE Zz 


ASCETIC. AS THE 
pS FLOWERS IN EITHER [apes 
GARLAND FADE, | WILL 


ee ss Sel 
>—~ ma) wie? i 
Tw veawnsrors 


| HOLD THAT WORSHIP AND RITUALS DO NOT BRING 
RITUALS MAKE FOR THE HIGHEST HAPPINESS. 
HAPPINESS HERE AND COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE 
HEREAFTER. THROUGH THE VEDAS IS 
THE ONLY ANSWER. FOR, 
SUCH KNOWLEDGE REVEALS 
THE ONE REALITY. 


ADI SHANKARA 


AT THAT MOMENT THE FLOWERS 
IN MANDANA’S GARLAND WitTeD | |__—§« “AWEANA WAS ORFHINED. 


AND FADED. 


YOU WIN, fe EY 
VENERABLE = Zt) MONASTIC 
aad fae NAME 


ASCETIC. . ¥ 
1 AM YouR Wine SHALL BE 
HUMBLE DISCIPLE. |. ; é SURESHWARACHARYA . 
ae ae: _ 


B 


... THEY REACHED GOKARNA. THERE 


SHANKARA, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SURESHWARACHARYA AND SARASWATI, A RICH AND RESPECTED MAN FROM 


THEN TURNED SOUTH, HALTING AT ALL A TOWN NEARBY CAME WITH HIS 
THE HOLY PLACES ON THE WAY, TILL... SON TO SHANKARA. 


HE IS DUMB 
AND STUPID. 
MASTER,PLEASE 
CURE HIM. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHAIVKARA BLESSED THE BOY AND 
HIS SPEECH WAS RESTORED. THEN 
TO THE ASTONISHMENT OF ALL — 


| Via MASTER, |, THE 
( ~} SELF,IS EVER- 
( CONSCIOUS. | AM 


BLESSED BY ‘YOUR 
HEALING TOUCH. 


AND THE LAD WAS ORDAINED 
IN SHANMKARA’S 
MONASTIC ORDER. 


4 ‘YOU ARE AN ADVANCED 

FL. SOUL.YOUR MONASTIC 
NAME SHALL BE 

HASTAMLAKACHARYA, 


| AM YOUR 
_ DISCIPLE. 


CONTINUING SOUTH, SHANKARA REACHED SRINGERI, WHERE HE FOUNDED 
THE SRI SHARADA PEETHA ANP IVSTALLED SURESHWARACHARYA AS ITS HEAD. 


ACHARYA FROM THE NORTH, THIS 
GREAT SOUTHERN MATH WILL 
m | BE IN YOUR DEVOTED CARE. 


= 


JUST THEN SOME SANYASIS FROM KALADI 


CAME TO HIM. 


| KNOW. 1 WILL 
MOTHER IS RUSH TO KALADI. 
MY MOTHER NEEDS VERY ILL. — ; 
ME. | MUST = 


HASTEN TO HER 


ADI SHANKARA 


| REACHING HIS MOTHER’S BEDSIDE, 
SHANKARA COMFORTED HER AND IMPART 

ED TO HER THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
HIGHEST. SHE DIED PEACEFULLY, AN 
ENLIGHTENED SOUL . 


eit 


SHANKARA WANTED TO PERFORM 

HER FUNERAL RITES. SO HE LAID 

ASIDE HIS OCHRE ROBES, STAFF 
AWD KAMANDPALU. 


THE ORTHODOX NAMBUPIRI 
COMMUNITY TURMED ITS BACK 
ON SHANKARA AND THE BODY. 


OF A HOUSEHOLDER! | TO DO WITH 
NEVER! NEVER! THE RITES. 
- a 


BUT UNDAUNTED, SHAVVKARA CARRIED THE BODY TO A CORNER OF THE GARDEN 
AND PLACING IT ON A PYRE OF PLANTAIN STEMS, CREMATED IT.THE ORTHODOX 
COMMUNITY REPENTED AND ADMIRED SHANKARA’S FILIAL LOVE .* 


*TO THIS DAY THE NAMBUDIRIS , 
UNLIKE OTHER HINDUS, CREMATE 
THEIR DEAD IN THEIR BACKYARDS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER HIS MOTHER'S DEATH, SHANKARA TRAVELLED TWICE MORE THROUGHOUT INDIA. 

ON THE FIRST OF THESE TRIPS,HE ESTABLISHED THE MATHS AT DWARKA IN THE WEST 

WITH HASTAMLAKA AS ITS HEAD, ANP PURI IN THE EAST WITH PADMAPADA AS THE HEA 

SPIRITUAL CENTRES AND TEMPLES ESTABLISHED BY HIM ALSO FLOURISH AT KANCH: 
PASHUPATINATH AND OTHER CITIES. 


HE VISITED ASSAM, NEPAL, KASHMIR, TIBET AND BACTRIA TOO ON THESE TOURS. 

THROUGHOUT, HE ENJOYED THE PATRONAGE AND PROTECTION OF KINGS AND 

SCHOLARS. AT SRINAGAR, HE HONOURED AN EMINENT LADY SCHOLAR BY PLACING 

Al*7TARANGA ON HER HEAD. TO THIS DAY IN SRINAGAR THE TARANGA SIGNIFIES 
SCHOLARSHIP, 


ee rst 


*4 SPECIAL HEAD-DRE. 
RESEMBLING A TURBAN. 


HIS GOSPEL WAS CARRIED TO SOUTH-EAST ASIA TOO, BY A DISCIPLE, SHIVA 
SOMA, A NEPHEW OF JAYAVARMAW IT, THE KING OF KAMBHOSA ( CAMBODIA) . 
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AT THE AGE OF 32 
SHANKARA ENDED 
HIS STUPENDOUS 
EARTHLY MISSION . 


Sayings of Adi Shankara 


Just as a piece of rope is imagined to be a 
snake (in the darkness) so is Atman (soul) 
determined to be the body by an ignorant 
person. 


Neither by Yoga, nor philosophy, nor by 
work, nor by learning but by the realization 
of one's identity with Brahman is liberation 
possible, and by no other means. 


When the mind becomes purified like a 
mirror, Wisdom is revealed in it. Care 
should therefore be taken to purify the mind. 


The world is filled with attachments and 
aversions and is changing like a dream; it 
appears to be real aslong as one is ignorant, 
but becomes unreal when one is awake. 


ADI SHANKARA 
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Atman is the ruler of the body (matter), 
and is internal; the body is the ruled, 
and is external; and yet the people see 
these two as one! What else can be called 
ignorance but this? 


There are good souls, calm and magnani- 
mous, who do good to others as docs the 
the spring, and, who having themselves 
crossed this difficult ocean of birth and 
death, help others also to cross the same, 
without any motive whatsoever. 


A father has got his sons and others to 
free him from his debts, but he has got 
none but himself to remove his bondage. 


Be not blindly attached to friend or foe, to 
son or kinsman, to peace or war. If you 
aspire for Vishnu's realm, look upon all 
things as of equal worth or opportunity. 


RAMANA MAHARSHI 


THE GENTLE SAINT OF TIRUVANNAMALAI 


GN DECEMBER 30, 
BORN 7O SUNDA: 


Ja, N THE VILLAGE OF TIRLICHUZ HA ee 


(YER AND HIS WIFE. 


WAS THE DAY OF ARDRA DARSHAN— THE DAY ON WHICH 


THE CHILD WAS N4SEMED VENSATARAMAN. 
HIS FARENTS WERE DEVOUT PEOPLE 
AND HE GREW UP /N AN ATMOSPHERE 
OF LOVE ANP DEVOTION 70 GOD. 


AT MADURA), VENSATARAMAN 
YOINED THE AMERICAN MISSION 
HIGH SCHOOL, 


STRONG; HIGH-SPIRITED, | ABOUT YOUR 


VENSATARAMAN WAS 
BOY. 


~ 


BUT SOON; TRAGEDY STRUCK THIS 
HAPPY FAMILY. SUNPARAM (YER PIE. 
ALAGAMMAL DECIDED TO SEND VENSATA~ 
RAMAN AND HIS ELDER BROTHER TO 
IIDURA! TO STAY WTH THEIR UNCLE. 


NAGASWAM!, TAKE CARE OF 

VENKATARAMAN. MY SONS, KEEP 

OUT OF MISCHIEF, BE OF HELP 
TO YOUR AUNT. 


ARE WAITING 
FOR ME... 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DID NOT; 
You DID 
NOT... DON’T 


ar ~ bide ‘ Za = o 
A See \ So 
VENSATARAMAN ALWAYS 
ANOTHER OF H/S FAVOURITE HAUNTS WAS INSISTED ON FAIR PLAY, 
THE MADURA! MEENAKSH/ TEMPLE. 
N=’. [ SEE HOW LONG /T’S IF THERE WAS ANYTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT 


BEEN SPINNING ON THE BOY /7 WAS A/S SLEEP, 


mY PALM { 
aE aie SHAKE HiMs.- 
HARDER «.. 


NO, EVEN 
THAT DOESN’T 
WORK, LET’S CARRY 
HIM ROUND THE 
COMPOUND, 


NO! HE’S A REAL 
KUMBHAKARNA* 9 


* THE BROTHER OF RAVANA WHO SLEPT FOR MONTHS AT A STRETCH 


RAMANA MAHARISHI 


AND THEN: ONE DAY, A RELATIVE CAME 
70 WSIT THEM AT MADURA. 


| COME FROM 
ARUNACHALA, 


ARUNACHALA ¢ 


HAYEN7?T YOU HEARD OF IT 
BEFORE P JT IS ANOTHER NAME 
FOR THE TEMPLE -TOWN 
OF TIRUVYANNAMALAI ¢ 


VENSATARAMAN HAP HEARD THIS NAME 
BEFORE, BUT ONLY NOW DID HE 
REALISE THAT IT WAS NOT SOME 
LEGENDSRY CIT BUT AN ACTUAL 
PLACE ON EARTH ! THE NAME TOLICHED 
A DEEP CHORD IN HIM. —— 


| DIDN’T 

KNOW THEY 
WERE ONE AND 
THE SAME 


SOME TIME LATER, VENKATARAMAN 


THE PERIAPURANAM 1§ ABOUT THE 
CAME LIPON A BOO. | 


LIVES OF 7HE S/X7T9- THREE GREAT 
191IV9 SAINT Sy THE NAYANMARS:. 
VENKATARAMAN READ THROUGH THE BOOK, 


HOW BEAUTIFUL THESE 


| WONDER WHAT (_) STORIES ARE J THESE 
IT 1S ALL J SAINTS WERE SO GOOD 


AND PURE J CAN 
| BECOME LIKE THEM 
SOME DAY P eS 


LOOK AT THE WV & 

BOY I HE HASN’T am A 

PUT DOWN THE (( 
(\ 


AX 


4 


4 
—— SN 
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THE THOUGHT OF ARUNACHALA ANP THE MY LIMBS 
LIVES OF THE SHANA SAINTS MADE - ARE BECOMING 
VENSATSRAMAN A DIFFERENT BOY.ONE LIFELESS, 
DAY, /7 WAS SULY 16, 1898, HE WAS ALL 

ALONE AT HOME, WHEN, SUDDENLY — 


WHAT IS THIS P WHAT IS HAPPENING 
TO ME ? | CANNOT BREATHE, MY 
HANDS HAVE BECOME NUMB... 


1AM DYING? BUT wee THAT IN LIFE ITSELF 
WHAT o» WHAT IS PEATH CAME TO V STARAMAN 
THIS THING— AS A PIRECT EXPER ENCE. 


THE ENERGY THAT DRAINED OUT OF A/S 
4£/MBS; CONVERGED ON 7S QUESTION 
WITH SUCH INTENSITY 1, 


IT IS BEING CREMATED 
AND WILL SOON BE 
REDUCED TO 
ASHES. 
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BUT, DESPITE THE DEATH OF SO THIS “I” EXISTS 
THE BODY,| CAN STILL FEEL THE APART FROM THE 
FULL FORCE OF MY BEING, BOPY. THEREFORE, 
| CAN EVEN HEAR A VOICE ‘”) AM THE SPIRIT> 
SPEAKING WITHIN ME. WHO IS WHICH 1S IMMORTAL 
THIS INSIDE ME P IT 1S THE DEATHLESS. 
“I MY TRUE “)”. iy 


THEN THE BLOOD FLOWED THROUGH HIS 
L/MBS AGAIN AND HE BEGAN 70 BREATHE, 
THE DEATH EXPERIENCE WAS OVER, 


| HAVE MADE Your 
FAVOURITE PISH AND You 
HAVEN’T TOUCHED JT. 
PON’T YOU WANT ITP 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ANO VENSATRAMAN QUIETLY | AM WORRIED. YENKATARAMAN 
HAS CHANGED. HE RARELY 
GOES OUT TO PLAY.HE SITS IN 
A CORNER, LOST IN 
THOUGHT, 


ATE THE FOOD ON 41S LEAF, 


WON?T YO” 
HAVE SOME 
MORE P 


WHY DOES 

VENKATARAMAN 
LOOK SO DREAMY 
THESE DAYSP 


VLL GIVE HIM 

A GOOD PUSH. 
LET’S SEE 

IF THAT WILL PULL 

HIM OUT OF THE 

SPELL! 


DID YOU SEE THAT P 
HE JUST WALKED ON 
AS IF NOTHING HAD 
HAPPENED ¢ 
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WHERE |S HE 
GOING ? LET US 
FOLLOW HIM. 


THE SAME BOY WHO WENT 70 THE TEMPLE FOR PLAY; NOW WENT THERE TOFPRAY. 


NSS OEY o sHiVa! you APPEARED “SRE 
Sr BEFORE THE SIXTY- THREE re: 
NAYANMARS. WON’T YOU 
APPEAR BEFORE ME TOO Pp 
BESTOW YOUR GRACE ON 
ME, MAHADEVA ! 


WHAT |S THISP 
TEARS 7?! FEEL 
NEITHER PLEASURE 
NOR PAIN. THEN 
WHY THESE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SO ENGROSSED WAS HE IN HIS INNER LIFE \ \..ANP BEGAN INSTEAD 70 MELPITATE. TAAT 
THAT HE OFTEN CAST AWAY 1S BOOKS 1. 


WAS WHEN NAGASWAMI/, AIS ELDER 
: BROTHER, LOS7 AIS PATIENCE. 


THIS KIND OF LIFE, 
WHEN MY HEART IS IN 
ARUNACHALA P 


HERE |S 
TIRUVANNAMALAI ! 
MY ARUNACHALA! 
TRAINS DON’T SEEM 
TO GO THERE. THE 
NEAREST STATION 
[Soee TINDIVANAM. 


IF YOU WANT TO 

BEHAVE LIKE A SAGE, 

WHY DON?T YOU 
BECOME ONEP 


THE LET7ER BEGAN WITH VENSATARAMAN 

AN ‘1°, BUT SOON PASSED LEFT MADURA/ FoR 
INTO ‘THIS’. AND THERE ARUNACHALAM ON 
YW4S NO S/GNATURE. AUGUST 29,1896. 
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IT WILL COST VENSATARAMAN BOARDED THE TRAIN. 
YOU TWO RUPEES AL/ITTLE LATER, A MAULY! GOT INTO THE 
A AND THIRTEEN COMARTMENT - 


N/ WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING» YOUNG 


a 


THEN | WILL WHERE IS THE KIND-HEARTED 
GET DOWN AT 4 =y MAULVI P ) THOUGHT HE 
VILLUPURAM. i 


s 
a 


SEEMED AS IF HE HAD COME TO GUIDE 
VENSATARAMAN ON 15 SOURNEY. 


FARLY THE NEXT MORNINGS > VENKATARAMAN | 
GOP OFF AT VWLLUPURAM. BUT HE HAD NO 
MONEY LEFT. SO HE BEGAN 70 WALA, 


* AN ANNA /S EQUAL TO S/X PAISE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BY THE TIME HE RERCHED THE VLLAGE WES WITH HUNGER, HE 
OF KILUR, HE WAS EXHAUSTED: FAINTED AT THE DOOR 


ARUNACHALA ! 
ARUNACHALA ¢ 
ARUNACHALA ¢ 


HERE ARE FOUR 
RUPEES AND THE 
VENSATARMIMAN HAD EATEN AND FELT RECEIPT FOR YOUR 
REFRESHED, HE TOLD HIS STORY. EARRINGS. 


MONEY LEFT. COULD 
| BORROW SOME 
FROM YOUP {| WILL 
PLEDGE MY 
EARRINGS WITH 
YOu, 


EVEN BEFORE HE REACHED KILUR STATION; 
VENKATARAMAN TORE UP THE RECEIPT. 


WHAT NEED 
HAVE | NOW 
FOR THOSE 
EARRINGS P 
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THE NEXT DAY, SEPTEMBER 1; THE GREAT 
HILL OF ARUNACHALA APPEARED IN THE DISTANCE, 


—— = Aa AP 
THERE WAS NOT A SOUL IN THE TEMPLE. THE MIPDAY WORSHIP WAS OVER 
ILD HAVE BEEN CLOSED, BUT THEY WERE WIDE OPEN. AND THUS THE 


|... WELCOMED HIS SON HOME. |yjas MUCH LATER, VENSATARANAN 
Atha = | CAME OUT OF THE TEMPLE: AT 
I : = THE AYYANKLULAM TANS HE HAD \A 
| . MIS HEAD SHAVED AND CAST | 
AWAY HIS BELONGINGS. 
NEED ONLY 
THIS KOUPINAM*, 


eee 


ANP THE DOORS 
LORD 


* LOIN - CLOTH 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THE AALL OF A THOUSAND PILLARS 5 
HE SAT DOWN JO MEDITATE. 


BUT MISCHIEVOUS BOYS BEGAN 70 TROUBLE 
HIM BY THROWNG STONES AT AIM. ats 


re |e = 


SO, VENSATARAMAN CHOSE 

AN ISOLATED PLACE WHERE Hi 
COULD BE ALONE — THE PATALA 
LINGAM— 4 DARK, 
UNDERGROUND CELLAR. 


PAYS FASSED. THE weNOT EVEN OF THE VERMIN 
YOUNG MAN. LOST IN THAT MIBBLED AWAY AT HS 
MEDITATION » WAS MO7TIONLESS LEGS». 
CONSCIOUS OF NOTHING» 


wn Tily ONE DAY, A HOLY MAN NAMED SESHAPR/ISWAM/ AND SOME PRIESTS WHO HAPPENED 
70 COME THERE FOUND AIM, 


| : HE |S ALIVE. LET’S CARRY 
OH; GOD ¥ LOOK AT HIS j — HIM OUT. THESE WOUNDS 
THIGHS THEY HAVE (ai nee | MUST BE ATTENDED 
BEEN EATEN AWAY. an SA TO AT ONCE! 

IS HE ALIVE P 


RAMANA MAHARISHI 
THEY NURSED HIM BACK TO HEALTH. WHEN 


TELL US WHERE 
YOU COME FROM, 


THE 
SWAMI CAN 
READ AND 
WRITE! 


THE NEWS THAT THE SWAMI7S NAME WAS 
VENSATARAMAN AND THAT AE CAME FROM 
TIRUCHUZH! SPREAD, TILL 17 REACHED 
THE FARS OF HIS MOTHER. ALAGAMMAL 
CAME TO TIRUVINNAMALAI- 


MY SON, HOW GLAD 
1AM TO HAVE FOUND 
YOU AT LAST 


PLEASE COME 
BACK HOME WITH 
SON 


BUT 4 SWAMI 1S A MAN OF GOD. HE HAS 
NEITHER FATHER NOR MOTHER NEITHER 
HAS HE A HOME. RAMANA ONLY LOOKED 

AT HER IN SILENCE. SO ALAGAMMAL HAD 
TO RETURN HOME DISAPPONTEP. 
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THOUGH THE SWAM/ SPOKE NOTA WORD> THOUGH HE PREFERRED TO REMAIN /N 
PEOPLE BEGAN TO FLOCK TO AIM. AE SILENCE HE ANSWERED THE QUESTIONS AND 
MOVED FROM ONE PLACE 70 ANOTHER ON| | CLEARED THE DOUBTS OF A/S DEVOTEES. 
77 aa ae ANP REACHED VIRLIFA SHA = WSS af Pie eee 

CAVE, 7 


AT THIS TIME, A GREAT SCHOLAR, GANAPAT/ THE YOUNG SWAM/ SPOKE A FEW WORDS TO 

MUN/, CAME TO SEE THE SWAMI, (= THE SCHOLAR AND GANAPAT/ MUN) FOUND 
THE PEACE HE HAD BEEN LOOKING FOR, 

| HAVE READ ALL THAT NEEDS TO BE 170 oe , 


READ, | HAVE STUDIED THE WHOLE OF HE IS A GREAT MAN. 
THE VEDANTA AND PRACTISED SEVERE /y ONE WHO HAS ATTAINED 
QUSTERITIES. YET 1AM DISSATISFIED. /s33>| |TRUE KNOWLEDGE. 

| SEEK REFUGE AT YOUR FEET. Reh 


FROM NOW ON, HE SHOULD 
BE CALLED BHAGAVAN SRI 
RAMANA MAHARSHI. 
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ADD SOME GINGER AND LEMON 
LEAVES. WE'LL DRINK IT IN THE 
EVENING WHEN !T 
BECOMES COOL. 


A SMALL GROUP OF DEVOTEES »5 
HEAPEP BY PALAN/ISWAM!s MADE 
THE LITTLE CAVE THEIR HOME. 


BHAGAVAN, HERE is 
IT’S NOT 
MY ENOUGH FOR us 


ALL. ADD A LOT 
OF WATER AND 
MAKE A THIN 


AND IN THE EVENING, THE COOL ONE OF THE MAHARSHI’S EARLY 
GRUEL WOULD TASTE DEL/CIOUS; PEVOTEES WAS ECHAMMAL. 
AND ALL WERE SAT/SFIED WITH 


< Lb a WS 
WE SIMPLE MEAL. : ae MY HUSBAND AND ™ 
= a \ " CR” ~~ CHILDREN ARE DEAD. 
1 BHAGAVAN, | HAVE NO ONE. 
1 HAVE COME TO YOU 
FOR COMFORT. 


THE MAHARSH/ DID NOT SPEAK, ECHAMMAL WAITED. THEN SUPPENLY— 


\ WHAT IS THIS PMY SORROWS 
; ARE MELTING AWAY, | FEEL A DEEP 
PEACE JUST BY SITTING HERE. 
HE DOES NOT SPEAK. BUT HIS 
SILENCE GIVES MORE SOLACE 
THAN WORDS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE MAHARSA’’S HEART EMBRACED HERE COME THE 
ONE ANP ALL,EVEN THE UNTOUCHABLES. UNTOUCHABLE 
HE WAITED EACH EVENING FOR THEM. WOMEN. 


AH! HOW 
WONDERFUL 


HE EVEN SHARED A/S FA SEE THERE ARE TEARS 
GRUEL WITH THEM, _— ce IN BHAGAVAN’S E 


THIS 1S 
LIKE NECTAR, 


SS = 


RAMANA MAHARISHI 


THE MAHARSHI"S MOST EAGER VISITORS THE LI77LE ONES CLIMBED UP THE 
WERE L/77LE CHILDREN. 


STEEP HILL TO VWIRUPARHSHA CAVE, 
BHAGAVAN, DIG Sb aii? 


YUIST TO BE W7H iM. 
SEE, WE HAVE 


DURING DEEPAVAL/, THEY BROUGHT THE MAHAR SH! \. 
A FEW OF THEIR CRACKERS AS AIS ee 
AND EVERYBODY L/T THEM TOSET HER. 5 


AND /N THE MAHARSH!’S QUIET MOMENTS; WHEN HE REMAINED 
SILENT THEY TOO SAT QUIETLY AT HIS FEET. 
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BHAGAVAN, WON’T YOU 
COMPOSE A SONG P WE 
WILL SING IT WHEN WE 
GO TO THE TOWN TO 
SEEK ALMS. 


AT THEIR REQUEST> THE MAHARSH/! COMPOSED HIS BEAUTIFUL HYMN 
TO ARUNACHAL A— THE ABSHARA~- MANA — MALAS* 


BEFORE YOUR FIRE BURNS ME TO ASHES, 
RAIN DOWN ON ME YOUR SHOWER OF GRACE; 
O ARUNACHALA ¥ 


HOW HAVE OU ATTAINED SUCH GREATNESS, ARUNACHALA ? 
iS IT BY UNION WITH THE POOR AND THE HUMBLE ? 


in F&F : << 
*THE MARITAL GARLAND OF WORDS OR LETTERS 


RAMANA MAHARISHI 


AND ACCEPT AND WEAR 
THIS MY GARLAND) 
ARUNACHALA, 
ARUNACHALA SHIVA> 
ARUNACHALA SHIVA... 


WP ‘ > wee 
Ha Pe pene li ON, ley t ww 


id Ce ie wiih aN) Na ily | he 


ui ie M MMO ‘Me { a aS ‘f vit What wy ina Jot Mriwiliy Nt 


Are DRM Wi te sSNA 

iy Visine ii ria Wi) Whig Ny, nA if vn 
Hii nl i inh tik | NN Mi wih fh 
M4, ie My I H\ nt 
AGN ON 


Slot 4 ah t 


Laie id adit nals 


mn (\ 


ne 
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LJ am 
‘ “ 
\; \ \ hey, 
hath gayle 


tyne ul) cy ml va 
hy ay \ ha eine si Ky il) ip 


Sr ig Hy 


eK tes 


) ARUNACHALA SHIVA, 
By ARUNACHALA SHIVA». 


Oa 4 Wide VAs warp) 


hae i a atk 


cecenten il i i 


oy aT ve eth Wi h 0 


Ii rib i 


' Mi 


Wy 


WA fly 


! hs ane MV i He Mi 
Hh Wu It Hh fe) v4 


{ fl 


UR a 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A FEW YEARS LATER, ALAGAMMAL CAME 70 
LIVE WITH HER SON. WITH HER COMING» THE 
CAVE BECAME MORE OF A HOME, FOR SHE 
BEGAN 70 COO" FOR EVERYONE. 


Y SON, HOW CAN WE 
STIR THE FOOD WITH 
THIS STICK PJ WIS 
METAL LADLE! PNT We WELL 


| FEEL LIKE HARDLY HAD THE MAHARSH/ EXPRESSED 
EATING SOME THE WISH THEN [ene ayay 
Dey GRAPES. PVE COME FROM THE TOWN. - 

1 DIDN?T KNOW WHAT TO BRING 

FOR 0U. ONLY ONE SHOP WAS 


FRUITS. HERE ARE SOME | 
| DRY GRAPES. | 
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SOON, THE NEED FOR A BISGER ASHRAM | 
WAS FELT. /7 WAS BUILT A L/T7TLE ABOVE 
VIRUPASSHA CAVE ANP W4S NAMED 
SHANDASHRAM. ERR 


SOME YEARS LATER, ALAGAMMAL FELL 
SERIOUSLY (LL, AS DEATH APPROACHEP, Trike 
MAHARSH! PLACED HIS HANES ON HER MEAD 
AND CHEST ANC GAVE AER MU//57/* 


(SHE WAS BURIED AT THE FOOT OF THE HILL AND 
A LINGAM WAS PLACED OVER HER SAMAPH!. 


PROUNP ALAGAMMAL?S SHRINE WAS BUILT THE 


FAMOUS SR/ RAMANASHRAMAM OF TIRGCVANNAMALAL« | 


* SLEEPOM FROM FURTHER BIRTA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE ASHRAM GREW AND BEGAN 70 FEED AND ACCOMMODATE DEVOTEES. 
ONE NIGHT, THIEVES RAIDED /T, 


COME ON! GET UP! | 
WE WANT YOUR BELONGINGS— YOU CAN TAKE 
; ALL OF THEM ¢ WHATEVER YOU LIKE. 
TAKE THAT LANTERN 
AND SEARCH OUR SHED, 
TOO, IF YOU WISH. 


E A THOROUGH SEARCH, BUT — 


WE HAYE FOUND ALMOST 
NOTHING. WHERE IS YOUR WE ARE 
MONEY P WHERE DO .f SADHUS AND 


e 


YOU KEEP YOUR 


WEALTH > LIVE BY ALMS. 


WE HAVE NO 


7HE ANGRY THIEVES BEAT THE MAMARSH/ AND THE ASHRAM INMATES AND WENT AWAY, 
ar. 2 oe BHAGAVAN, THEY We NO; THEY ARE THIEVES 


i 4 HAVE WOUNDED YoU ! BLINDED BY IGNORANCE 

; 1\ LET ME GO AFTER THEM BUT WE ARE SADHUS 
WITH THIS IRON BAR. AND MUST NOT GIVE 
UP OUR DHARMA. 


b 
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ANIMALS; 700) WERE ATTRACTED 7O THE MAHARSHI!, THEY SAW IN HIM; A TRUSTED 


HOOT SHOO! ; WHY DO YOU CHASE HER 
pap Srdped FE pa AWAY ? WHEN VISITORS COME 
: IP BY HERE, WE ALWAYS GIVE THEM 
SOMETHING BEFORE THEY 
GO. ISN’T SHE A VISITOR, 
TOO? GIVE HER A BANANA. 


ONE DAY, WHEN SOME PEVOTEES LOOKED INTO THE 
FITCHEN GARDEN > THEY WERE SURPRISED TO SEE THE 
MAHARSH! FEEDING GROUNDNUTS TO A GOAT; A SQUIRREL 

ANP A MONKEY AND EATING SOME HIMSELF— SAINT AND 
ANIMALS THOROUGHLY ENJOYING THEIR GARDEN FARTY. 


BEAUTIFUL LAKSHM! WAS THE 
ASHRAM ’S FIRST COW. SHE 
ADORED THE MAHAR SH//. 

7 - 


ONE MAATU PONGAL 24Y*, A PHOTOGRAPHER | |THE MOMENT SHE HEARD THOSE CALMING 
WAS VERY KEEN TO TAKE A PHOTOGRAPH; WORPS>, LAHSHM/ STOOP STILL AT ONCE 
BUT LASSHM/ WAS RESTLESS. ANP CLOSED HER EYES AS /— SHE WERE 
MEDITATING « = 


BE STILL, 
LAKSHM), BE 
STILLe.. THANK 
FOU— THAT 
WAS A FINE 


* CATTLE FESTIVAL ae 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


'T WAS NOT FOR AN/MALS ALONE THAT THE | | JUST THEN THE MAMHARSA/ CAME 
MA4HARSE FELT DEEP AFFECTION: BUT FOR THERE AND +S SAINTLY CALM! 
ALL LIVING THINGS. ONE DAY; SOME MEN | | GAVE W4Y 70 4 RARE FURY. 
WERE THROWING STONES TO BEING DOWN 
FRUIT FROM A MANGO 7REE, 


THIS TREE GIVES US ITS FRUIT. 
IS IT TO BE STONED IN RETURN ? 
ARE NOT TREES AND LEAVES 
ALSO LIVING THINGS ? 


SHOULD WE ANOTHER HAB/T TH& MAHAR SH! FIRMLY 
HURT THEM SO DISCOURAGED WAS WASTE, EVERY FIN 
UNTHINKINGLY P WE| |ANP LOOSE F4SPER WAS CAREFULLY LAID 
PLUCK FLOWERS AWAY FOR FUTURE USE. ONE DAY — 

AND LEAVES FOR 


DECORATION. DON’T| [WHY ARE THOSE ROSE PETALS \pRIED ROS 
THEY LOOK BETTER, |USsE THEM. PUT THEM IN 
AND LIVE LONGER TODAY'S PAYASAM*. 
ON THE PLANT 
ITSELF P : 


DO YOU THINK THERE |S 
MORE ets A SECOND 
HELPIN 


g Diy Sb 
Gls j~ 


*® 9 SWEET DISH ~ 


RAMANA MAHARISHI 


THE MAHARSH/ HELPED IN CHOPPING VEGETABLES AND IN GRINDING TASTY CHUTNEYS, 
HE NEVER LET THE PREVIOUS DAY’S FOOD GO WASTE» 


THAT SAMBAR* |S \ WHY SHOULD ONLY BEGGARS 
YESTERDAY’S, I'LL GIVE EAT LEFT-OVERS? ARE THEY 
IT TOTHE BEGGARS. 28 7 ANY DIFFERENT FROM US? 

' n | a ¥4 


AND THE MAHARSH! HEATED THE SAMBAR HIMSELFS IN THIS WAY, HE GENTLY CORRECTED 

THE STRICT: ORTHODOX SELIEFS OF SOME OF HIS DEVOTEES. ANP HIS PRESENCE IN THE 

KITCHEN MADE COOKING NOT A TIRESOME CHORE, BUT A PLEASURE J 

HE ALSO DISCOURAGED PEOPLE FROM PEOPLE FROM ALL PARTS OF INPIA AND 
ABROAD CAME 70 THE MAHARSH/, 


ATTRIBUTING MIRACLES TO HIM. 
HOW CAN ASK YOURSELF THE 


| ATTAIN THE QUESTION: ‘WHO AM | ?? 
THE TRUTH LIES WITHIN 
YOU. DON’T SEEK IT 
\ OUTSIDE. IT IS ALWAYS 
» THERE IN YOU. 


7 BHAGAYAN; IS IT TRUE THAT 40 
CURED A LAME MAN ? MANY 
MIRACLES HAVE BEEN 
ASCRIBED TO YOUR 


MY GRACE P 
NOT MINE , BUT 
ARUNACHALA’S.- 


ALL WERE ALIBE TO BHAGAVAN, SCHOLAR OR SIMPLETON, OLD MAN OR CHILD. 
BHAGAVAN a BHAGAVAN, \.DID SHE F WHAT NICE PICTURES! 


CAN YOU EXPLAIN YES, SEE MY BOOK BUT IT IS TORN.ILL HAVE IT 
THIS VERSE WHAT DOES REPAIRED AND GIVE IT BACK 

IT SAY PLET TO FOU TOMORROW. cag: 

ME SEE. ; 


BA LENTIL CURRY 
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SUCH 4 GREAT SAGE AS THE MAHARSH/ THE MAHARSH! NOTICED THIS AT ONCE. 
WAS BOUND TO BSE TREATED WITH 
SPECIAL CARE. ONE LAY— 


WHY HAVE “OU LOWERED ONLY 
THE SHUTTER ON MY SIDE OF 
THE SUN IS UNUSUALLY THE ROOM? A SWAMI MUST 
FIERCE TODAY ! BHAGAVAN 
MUST BE FEELING HOT, 


NOT BE EXPOSED TO THE SUN fre 
OR THE WIND; BUT IT DOESN'T Zn 
PLL LOWER THIS MATTER IF OTHERS ARE 
SHUTTER FOR 3 
HIM. 


THESE L/77LE ATTENTIONS UPSET 
THE MAHAR SH! VERY MUCH, 


BUT BEHIND HIS REPROACHES WAS HIS LOVE 
FOR HIS PEVOTEES. 


LOOK AT US EATING THESE y THERE ARE ALWAYS PEOPLE TO EAT 
EXCELLENT SWEETS AND LOOK SWEETS BUT WHO WILL EAT THIS 

AT YOU, BHAGAVAN, EATING SIMPLE FOOD WHICH A VERY U-: 
SOME DRY; BADLY COOKED OLD WOMAN BROUGHT WITH 
FOOD! 1S THAT FAIR P SO MUCH DEVOTION 2 


’ Tapas wc Samael Aaa 


MOST OF THE T/ME THE MAHARSH! SPOKE VERY LITTLE. IN THE SILENT MEDITATION HALL = 
A DEEP PEACE WOULD ENVELOP EVERYONE PRESENT, ONE GLANCE FROM HIM WAS ENOUGH 
TO GIVE CONSOLATION AND HOPE 70 THE 


AFFLICTED. | | Hil 


RAMANA MAHARISHI 


THE GROWTH BEGAN 70 INCREASE /N/ 
SIZE. THEN TO EVERYONE'S SHOCH', /T 
WAS DIAGNOSED AS CANCER, 


SEEMS TO BHAGAVAN> We WILL HAVE TO 


BE A SMALL 
GROWTH 


HERE, ITSELF JS 


A DISEASE. LET 
NATURE TAKE 
ITS COURSE. 


MAHARSHI, PLEASE ALLOW ALL RIGHT. 
THE DOCTOR TO REMOVE THE “OU MAY 
GROWTH, WE CAN’T LET YOU HAVE IT 

SUFFER LIKE THIS. DONE. 


BHAGAVAN, WHAT SHALL WE FROM THE BEGINNING, 
DOP NOTHING SEEMS TO WORK, | WANTED THINGS TO TAKE 
NEITHER SURGERY, NOR THEIR COURSE. 
HOMOEOPATHY NOR HERBAL 

TREATMENT. 
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70 PLEASE HIS DEVOTEES, THE MAHARSH UNPERWENT FURTHER OPERATIONS « 
THERE W4S NO /MPROVEMENT /N US CONDITION, BUT HOWEVER WEASS HE FELT> 
HE ALWAYS MADE HIMSELF AVAILABLE TO HIS DEVOTEES. 


HOW PAINFUL THIS DISEASE IS! 
BUT LOOK AT BHAGAVAN’S FACE ? 
NOT A SIGN OF SUFFERING ! ALWAYS 

THAT SERENE ANP GRACIOUS 


BHAGAYAN; MY DEVOTEES 
ENOUGH ! THESE DO IT WITH LOVE. 
OPERATIONS HAVE 1 MUST NOT 

DISAPPOINT 


BHAGAVAN. CURE |) A MEAL DO WE KEEP THE 
YOURSELF OF THIS} LEAF FROM WHICH WE HAVE 
DISEASE! /\ EATEN? THE BODY HAS TO 


WE PRAY TO YOU, \ “WHEN WE HAVE FINISHED \ 
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a 


2A 
— 


HUNDREDS OF GRIEVING DEVOTEES HAD FLOCKED TO TIRL/VANNAMALA/. SOME OF 
THEM BEGAN TO SING THE MAHARSH/’S HYMN. /T WAS TAKEN UP BY EVERYONE 
TILL /7 BECAME A LOUD; RINGING CHANT OF DEVOTION. zs 


ARUNACHALA SHIVA. 
ARUNACHALA SHIVA... 


INSIDE THE ROOM; THE MAHARSH/ OPENEP A/S EYES A L/T7LE. THE EYES SEEMED 
TO FLASH BRIEFLY AND TEARS OF ECSTASY ROLLED OUT. 


a7 | 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OUT SIPE, A FRENCH PHOTOGRAPHER LOOKED UP CASUALLY AT THE 
DARASENING SAY. THEN H&E POINTED EXCITEDLY UPWARDS, 


DO YOU SEE THAT PA METEOR 
CUTTING A PATH ACROSS THE SKY 
BEHIND ARUNACHALA HILL! 


[OX] WS DEVOTEES SAW A SHOOTING STAR, VIVIDLY LUMINOUS, GOING OL FROM 
) ~~] 7HE ROOM, REACHING ARUNACHALA HILL. 


= = Na) on ae a 
ON THE COUCH WHERE HE HAP SAT FOR MORE 
THAN TWENTY YEARS, HIS LIFE-LIKE PORTRAIT 
HAS BEEN PLACED. HERE H/S DEVOTEES STILL 
FEEL HIS PRESENCE, AS COMFORTING AND 
PEACE ~ G/VING AS BEFORE. 
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THE SAINT OF DAKSHINESWAR 


/CHUDIRAM CHATTOPADHYAYA AND HIS WIFE 
CHANDRAMAN/, & NOBLE AND GOD-LOVING 
COUPLE, LIVED IN DEREPUR, WEST BENGAL, 
THEY WERE COMFORTABLY OFF AND LED A 
HAPPY LIFE. 


THEN ONE DAY, RAMANAND ROY, THE iT | WANT 4OU TO BE AGAINST 
WEALTHIEST MAN IN DEREPUR SENT FOR MY ENESe IN THE / THAT POOR 
| CASE | FARMER? 

FIGHTING. » 


KHUDIRAM BABU, 
YOU KNOW THAT WE 
ALL REGARD YOU AS 
THE MOST HONEST 

MAN IN THE 
VILLAGE, 


YESt!| MUST WIN THAT eae Gnee 
CASE, KNOWING THAT TERRUPTION 

YOU NEVER LIE, THE BAMANAND BABU, WITNESS. 
JUDGES WILL BIT THATS . 

BELIEVE YOUR @ PRECISELY 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MY HEART AND MY LIPS THAT 

HAVE DWELT ON THE NAME OF 

6OP WILL Nor Peemtr ME TO 
LIE, 


KHUDIRAM BABU , REMEM 
WHO | AM---WHAT 1 CAN DO 
FOR 4OU...FOR YouR FAMILY! 
BE PRACTICAL. 


KHUDIRAM HAD DEFIED THE MOST 
POWERFLIL MAN IN THE VILLAGE! 


QUR HOUSE , NO, CHANDRA, 
QUR CATTLE --- WE WE STILL HAVE 


HAVE LOST 
QUR HONOUR. 
EVERYTHING... THAT IS 


EVERYTHING. 


FORTUNATELY, ONE OF KHUDIRAM?S AND SO IT DIP! FOR IT WAS AT 
FRIENDS OFFERED THEM A HOUSE AT THE KAMARPUKUR THAT RAMAKRISHNA WAS 
WiLLAGE OF KAMARPUKUR. BORN. HE WAS THEIR FOURTH CHILD, 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 
iN HIS BOYHOOD, RAMAKRISHNA WAS 
CALLED GADACHAR OR GADAI. 

AH! THERE i; , 


YOU ARE! | HAVE 
BEEN LOOKING 


ENOUGH OF PLAY, 
NOW, GADAI! LET’S 
DO SOME 
ARITHMETIC, 


IF YOU TAKE AWAY ER...1S IT 
FIVE FROM THIRTY-THREE, TWENTY...ER... 
WHAT REMAINS? TWENTY-NINE ? 


TWENTY-EIGHT, MY CHILD, 
4oU HAVE SUCH AN EXCELLENT 
MEMORY! YOU CAN RECITE A 
HYMN 4OU’VE HEARD JUST 
ONCE.CAN’T YOU REMEMBER 

XN A SUM V'VE TAUGHT 

YOU OVER AN 
kup OVER AGAIN? _¢ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT [| LOVE MAKING IMAGES 
OF GOPS AND GODDESSES. SEE 
HOW QUICKLY | MADE THIS 
KRISHNA FOR YOU! DON’T 
YOU LIKE ITP 


IT’S 
BEAUTIFUL! 
fa * 


HA,HA,HA! OH GADAI,)/ LOOK AT HIM 
SIGE FOR tam, GAD: NO, HE'S GOING 4YOU ARE GREAT. EYEING THOSE 


4ou HAVE SUCH A TO IMITATE FAKE SWEETS. 
LOVELY VOICE. SADHUS. 


4YES,GADAI, | WAS THE 
FIRST TO HOLD YOU. HOW 
(?D LOVE TO BE THE FIRST 


BUT IT WAS CHANDRA’S FRIEND DHAN/, 
WHO LOVEP GAPAI MOST OF ALL, 


GAPA!, WHEN YOU HAVE 


YOUR UPANAYANAM®, WHOM! | FROM WHOM 4OU ACCEPT DHAN}, 
WILL YOU APPROACH FOR | ALMS! LL TAKE 
ALMS FIRST? a IT FROM 
YOU AND 
YOU, OF COURSE! YOU ALONE. 
YOU HELPED MY | PROMISE. 
MOTHER 


WHEN | WAS 
BORN, DIDN'T 
4ou? 


* THREAD CEREMONY 
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


ONE DAY, AS HE WAS WALKING ALONG THE 
RIDGES OF THE FIELDS, EATING PARCHED 

RICE, A THUNDER-CLOUD PARKENED THE SK 
HE STOPPED TO GAZE AT /T. 


THOUGH FULL OF FUN ,GADA/ OFTEN LIKED 
7O BE ALONE WITH THE BEAUTY AND 
SERENITY OF NATURE. 


~ rhs 
CAS Ly 


OH, A FLOCK 
OF CRANES! HOW 
WHITE THEY ARE! 
MILK - WHITE 
AGAINST THE 
BLACK CLOUD! 
, HOW---BERUTIFUL... 
THEY-++ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ALITTLE LATER ,SOME VILLAGERS CAME fy Spe, 2 hy 
OMe — ay 

IT’S GADAI! HE’S iiss WHAT HAPPENED, sc wis NOTHING 

3 WHAT'S HAPPENED UNCONSCIO m4 ; MOTHER. | SAW 
SOME CRANES IN 

THE SKY. THEY 
WERE SO BEAUTIFUL, 
|.» SEEMED TO GO 
OUT OF MYSELF... 

FAR AWAY. IT..+ 
IT MADE ME VERY 

HAPPY, THAT’S 

ALL. 


| AND THEN, ea nies: FELL iL AND DIED. GADAI DEEPLY FELT THE 
i 
6088: OF WIS GENTLE CR. [isn’t THAT GADAIL/ 17 1S THE POOR 


OVER THERE? CHILD? HOW QUIET 
AND THOUGHTFUL 

HE HAS 

BECOME! 


SOON AFTER,WHEN GADAl WAS MINE, H/§ THREAD CEREMONY WAS PERFORMED, 
TOWARDS THE END OF THE CEREMOWH — 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


SIR, I'LL TAKE / y) GADAI’S ELDEST BROTHER, RAMKUMAR, WAS 
IT FROM f | My, | SURPRISED. 
tO . y sais? DHANI P THE BLACKSMITH'S 
Ne DAUGHTER > THAT ’S NOT PROPER, 


GADA!. CHOOSE SOMEONE ELSE ZB 
FROM THE BRAHMANA ray 
CASTE, 


s 
BUT, DADA ,i GAVE HER 70 AGREE. 
MY WORD, IF | BREAK IT, = : 
| WON’T BE WORTHY MOTHER , PLEASE 
OF WEARING THIS SACRED GIVE ME ALMS. 
THREAD, 5 


THEN SOON, THE SHIVARATR/ FESTIVAL THEY WANT 4OU TO yp adtiadem 
CAME ROUND. A PLAY ON SHIVA'S LIFE TAKE HIS PLACE. ALL RIGHT, 
WAS 70 BE ENACTED IN THE VILLAGE. WILL YOU? 

BUT AT THE LAST MINUTE — 


GADAI' THE HERO 
OF THE PLAY HAS 
FALLEN ILL! 
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( THE MOON IN |. 
YOUR LOCKS». 


eke 
y 
-— i 


Lal 
led aan 


AS GADAI CAME ON TO THE STAGE, A SIGH WENT ROUND THE AUDENCE. |Z 


AAAAH! is THAT | HIS EYES LOOK 
LORD AS IF HE IS DEEP 

SHIVA HIMSELF IN MEDITATION. 44 

BEFORE uS? eS 


—— 


ah 


aS 
Si 
Men 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


HE HAD 70 BE CARRIED HOME. 
DID YoU SEE \‘1 DID. HE MUST 
THAT DIVINE HAVE FALLEN INTO 


TNE DIRECTOR AND THE OTHER ACTORS 
RUSHED ON TO THE STAGE. 
[= 
WHY! THE BOY IS 


UNCONSCIOUS! GADAI, 
GADA!... CAN 4Ou 


SMILE ON HIS 


GADAI.. WAKE 


8u7 


GADAI CONTINUED 70 ACT iv PLAYS AND | | SO CATER—/ GaDAI, | WANT 
THIS WORRIED WIS BROTHER RAMKUMAR. You TO COME WITH 
re ME TO CALCUTTA. 


GADA! |S NOW 
SEVENTEEN .1’LL TAKE 


OWN SCHOOL IN 
CALCUTTA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


& NEW LIFE AWAITED HIM AT CALCLTTA, 


WHAT A BIG BUSTLING 
CITY THIS IS! 


BUT RAMKUMAR NOTICED THAT HE 
WAS BECOMING RESTLESS AND 
tT 


Ww INATTENTIVE, a 


| YOU MUST STUDY, 
GADAI. OTHERWISE , HOW 

WILL YOU EARN A 

LIVING AND SUPPORT 


Ae we Nabe ys : 
ee 


| WANT TO GIVE MYSELF 
AN EDUCATION WHICH WILL 
ILLUMINE MY MIND AND 
FILL MY HEART 
FOREVER. 


SOMETIME LATER, RAMKLIMAR TOOK UP 
THE JOB OF PRIEST AT A NEW TEMPLE AT 
DAKSHINESHWAR * DEDICATED 70 GODDESS 
KALI, AND THE TWO BROTHERS WENT 70 


FROM THEN ON, RAMKUIMAR LEFT HIM 
TO HIS OWN PURSUITS. 


A RICH LADY 
NAMED RANI 
RASMAN/ OWNED 
THE MAGNIFICENT 
TEMPLE WHICH 
SHE HAD 
CONSTRUCTED 
WITH THE HELP 
OF HER SON-IN- 
LAW, MATHUR 
MOHAN. 


= 


| Se Tap = EINK 
A i 
75 


— 


Y 
i 
is 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


A 
FINE ROOM THE 
RANI AND 
MATHURBABU 
HAVE GIVEN 
us? 


IF GADAI HAD BEEN RESTLESS BEFORE, 
WOW AT DAKSHINESHWAR , HE WAS HAPPY, 
HRIDAY PAM, GAPAI’S NEPHEW, ALSO 
CAME 70 STAY HERE, 
HRIDAY, HOW 
MUCH | LOVE THE GANGA! 
VM GOING TO MAKE AN 


IMAGE OF SHIVA WITH THIS 
SACRED CLAY. 
io » mi 
ide 
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GANGA FROM 
HERE , DADA! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
MATHUR TOOK THE IMAGE TO RANI RASMAN/, 


WHAT AN EXQUISITE | THERE IS SOMETHING 
WORK OF ART! !1SEE | SO SPECIAL,SO 

IN GAPAI A SOUL DIFFERENT ABOUT 
THAT IS VERY THAT BOY.! WANT HIM 
TO BE WITH US 


JUST THEN, MATHUR PASSED THAT WAY, 


AH,GADAI! WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL IMAGE! 
WHERE as 4uOU GET 

IT: 


4 — 


| MADE IT MYSELF, ) 
, MATHURBABU. 7 
Ra Aap eet 


PERSON. | WONDER 
IF HE WILL SETTLE 
DOWN TO ANY 
PERMANENT 
JOB. 


GADAI! GADAI, 
WAIT! | WANT TO 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


HRIDAY 
BEHAVIOUR 


WHY DO YOU AVOID 

MATHUR ? WOULDN’T 

YOU LIKE TO BEA 

PRIEST P YOU ARE 

ALWAYS THINKING 

OF GOD, IN ANY 
CASE! 


HRIDAY AGREED, SO GADAT 


BECAME 
ASSISTANT PRIEST OF THE KALI SHRINE 
UNDER RAMKUMAR AND 


BEGAN 
SERVE KALI WITH LOVE AND RE! 


HRIDAY, IF | TAKE 
THE JOB, I’LL HAVE 
TO TAKE CARE OF 


70 
VERENCE, 


250 


WAS SURPRISED AT GADAI'’S 


BUT IF 4Ou 
ARE WILLING TO 
TAKE CARE OF THE 
JEWELS, I'LL TAKE 

uP THE JOB. 


All, RAMAKRISHNAL 

MY WISH HAS BEEN ns 
FULFILLED !4OUuU are 
BELONG TO 


. 


DAKSHINESHWAR AuZet 
NOW. ay 


GADAI CAME TO BE CALLED RAMAKRISHNA 
MATHUR 1S SUPPOSED TO HAVE G/VEN 
HIM THIS NAME. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE DAY, THE RAN/ WY BABA THE LEG OF THE 
AND MATHLIP CAME /=08) OF KRISHNA®BROKE 
TO RAMAKR/ISHNA ACCIDENTALLY, | DON’T 

WANT TO PART WITH IT. 
BUT THE PANDITS SAY 
| MUST IMMERSE IT 
IN THE GANGA. 


RAMAKRISHNA WAS SILENT FOR A 
MOMENT. THEN— yy 


IF ONE OF THE 
RANI’S SONS-IN-LAW 
WERE TO BREAK A 
LEG, WOULD SHE 


AND RAMAKRISHNA HIMSELF 
REPAIRED THE BROKEN LEG, i 
SO PERFECTLY WAS IT DONE |=! f 


THAT NOT EVEN THE — 
KEENEST EYE COULD TELL 
THE DIFFERENCE! 


¥ LITERALLY FATHER — 
4 TERM OF RESPECT DAKSHINESHWAR. 


RAMAKRISHNA. 


Mec 
4 oS 


\ 
fl f 
i 


\ 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


AND RAMAKRISHNA FORGOT 
ABOUT EATING AND ABOUT 


SLEEPING. AS HE SAT 
PRAYING TO HIS BELOVED 


KALI, DAYS eee 


NO, NOTHING IS 
REAL.ONLY 4OU, 
MOTHER, ARE REAL 
NOTHING IS LAST- 
ING, BUT 4ou 


AND YET, HERE 4OU STAND—A 
STATUE OF STONE. ARE YOU ONLY 
STONE, MOTHER? NO, | KNOW THAT 
YOU ARE ALIVE. YOU HAVE SHOWN 
YOURSELF TO YOUR DEVOTEES IN 


OH...IS IT EVENING? 
YES, THE TEMPLE BELLS 
ARE RINGING. ANOTHER 
Bh DAH HAS GONE BY, MOTHER 


' AND | HAVE 
OT SEEN 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SOMETIMES WHEN HE WORSHIPPED KALI, 
RAMAKRISHNA STOOP BEFORE HER LOST iN 
ADORATION. 


ONLY MATHUR UNDERSTOOD RAMA - LAY ONE FINGER ON rh 
KRISHNA’S DIVINE LOVE. WHEN PEOPLE HARM A SINGLE HAIR ON —_—_ 
LAUGHED AT RAMAKRISHNA, IT WAS HIS HEAD AND JUST SEE 

MATHUR WHO ALWAYS STOOD STAUNCHLY | =A WHAT ILL DO TO 4OU! 

BY HIM. BABA SHALL PRAY AS 


nae THAT RAMAKRISHNA PLEASES, DO You 
van IS ACTING CRAZY AGAIN, abs , 


SIR'SHALL | TAKE HIM 
AWAY FROM HERE? 


AS THE DAYS WENT BY, RAMAKRISHNA CONTINUED TO PRAY TO THE GOPPESS 70 
APPEAR BEFORE HIM. p 


YOU COME ? MY HEART 

» FEELS AS IF IT IS BEING 
WRUNG LIKE A WET 
TOWEL. THIS PAIN IS 
UNBEARABLE ! WHAT |S 
THE USE OF LIVING 
WITHOUT REALISING 


SS. 
IIL IFA 


“3 VII: age 


Se 
‘ \ 


NY — ~\ 
AES 


san 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


\ AY \ 


YES, WHAT’S 
THE USE OF 
\. UIVING ? 


— a 6 
“s+ SUDDENLY, EVERYTHING VANISHED— 
DOORS, WINDOWS, THE TEMPLE ITSELF. AROUND 
ME ROSE WAVES OF DAZZLING LIGHT. 


W/L 


V/ W/ 
BEFORE RAMAKRISHNA COULD ACT ANY 
FURTHER, THINGS BEGAN 70 HAPPEN. 
AS HE HIMSELF WAS 70 
PESCRIBE (T LATER :.. 


“ THEY GREW AND GREW, AND THEN 
THIS GREAT OCEAN OF LIGHT FLOWED | 
OVER ME, ENGULFING AND SUFFOCATING| MEX 
me. \ FaAien. oN 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN RAMAKRISHNA 'S EYES, 
KALI WAS NO LONGER A STONE 
IMAGE BUT THE EMBODIMENT 
OF PURE CONSCIOUSNESS, TO 
OFFER FOOD TO HER... 
OF TE SS — 
ik COME , WON'T 
You EAT THIS 


MOTHER'] HAVE SEEN You! 
YOU LIVE AND BREATHE! A 


AFTER THIS RAMA— 
KRISHNA SPENT MORE 
TIME IN MEDITATION AND 
HIS FAVOURITE RETREAT 
WAS THE PEACEFUL 
PANCHAVAT/ — THE 
GROVE WITH THE FIVE 
SACRED TREES. 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


MEANWHILE , RUMOURS BEGAN 7O REACH HIS WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
MOTHER IN KAMARPUKUR, TO 4OU,GADAI? | KNOW! 


RAMESHWAR, MY SON, \/ DON’T CRY, MOTHER. tt Ser ytd 

[s*s HEARD TODAY ILL WRITE TO HIM TO COME =~ NEVER BE ILL 

THAT OUR GADAI |S HERE.UNDER YOUR CARE, GE> in 
GOING MAD. GAIN. 

l. iad 1 eee 


HE’LL GET WELL SOON. 


SOON, RAMAKRISHNA CAME TO KAMARPUKUR AND CHANDRA MARRIED HIM 70, LirTeE 
5 De See a SAR: 


S. Sat 


fs 3— : 

"| SARADA WAS ONLY FIVE YEARS OLD. 
AFTER THE WEDDING, SHE WENT BACK 
70 HER FATHER’S HOUSE. 


THEN SARADA RETURNED TO HER PARENTS* HOME 
ANP RAMAKRISHNA TO 
PAKSHINESHWAR , 


A YEAR AND A HALF LATER, RAMA - 
KRISHNA BROUGHT HER BACK TO 
KAMARPUKUR FOR A SHORT STAY, 
HE WATCHED OVER HER 
PROTECTIVELY AND FED HER 

WITH HIS OWN HANDS, 


, BW 
*® IN THOSE DAYS GIRLS WERE MARRIED ATA VERY YOUNG AGE, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT DAKSHINEGHWAR, TWO TEACHERS +++ AND TOTA PURI, A GREAT NAGA YOG/ FROM 
CAME TO RAMAKRISHNA; THE BHAIRAV/ THE PUNJAB. 
BRAHMAN/, A LEARNED WANDERING NUN... 


=, 


SOON AFTER, RAMAKRISHN A Sigs BUT... BUT, BABA, THIS PILGRIMAGE 
7 ~~ eed 2 } 
LON NEED MATE OS . \\ 1S GOING TO COST ME A LOT. IF | 
PILGRIMAGE. AT THE TOWN Whip, MOTHER HAS GIVEN SPEND SO MUCH ON THEM,! MIG 
OF DEOGAPH, WHEN RAMA - 4OU SO MUCH HAVE NO MONEY LEFT! | 
KRISHNA SAW THE POVERTY WEALTH. LET’S f j 
OF THE VILLAGERS — FEED AND CLOTHE 
, THESE PEOPLE. 


| KNOW YOU HAVE BABA , PLEASE FROM DEOGAPH, THE PILGRIMS WENT ON 
ENOUGH MONEY, FORGIVE ME, ILL DO TO VARANAS!, RAMAKRISHNA WAS THRILLED 
u 


BABU. !|’M NOT AS 40 AT THE SIGHT OF THE BEAUTIFUL TEMPLES 
GOING WITH 4OU. 
1’M STAYING 
HERE TO CARE 
FOR THESE SS. 


SAY. 
OF THIS HALLOWED CITY. 
Pe 


YTHE VERY AlR 
IS PURE AND 
SACRED HERE, 
REFRESHED BY 
THE PRAYERS 
OF DEVOTEES. 


iy 
aN 


7 


AFTER MUCH TRAVELLING , THE PILGR/MS 
RETURNED 70 DAKSHINESHWAR. 
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


ALL THIS WHILE, t/TTLE SARADAMAN/ WAS| | ONE DAY, SHE SUDDENLY MADE UP HER 
MIND 70 GO 70 DAKSHINESHWAR, 


GROWING UP, SHE WAS NOW SEVENTEEN, 
SHE TOO HAD HEARD THE RUMOURS ABO SARADA—40u! | HAVE COME TO BE 
HOW GLAD |AM TO /WITH YOU AND TO 


RAMAKRISHNA, 
SEE YOU AGAIN! SERVE YOU, MY 
PON HUSBAND, 


EVERYONE SAYS 
MY HUSBAND IS 
MAD, BUT | KNOW 
THAT HE IS ONLY 
MAD FOR GOD, 


THE SAME MOTHER WHO |S AND ONE DAY, RAMAKRISHNA PLACED 
IN THE TEMPLE , THE SAME SARADA ON A SEAT MEANT FOR THE 
MOTHER WHO GAVE BIRTH TO GODDESS AND WORSH/PPED HER, 
ME— THAT SAME MOTHER 
IS JUST NOW, PRESSING MY 
FEET.TO ME,4OU ARE THE 
DIVINE MOTHER 
HERSELF, 
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GREAT SAINT, THERE ARE 
SO MANY RELIGIONS IN 
THE WORLD. DO THEY ALL 

LEAD TO THE SAME 
GOAL? 


70 FIND THE ANSWER FOR HIMSELF, RAMAKRISHNA PRACT/SED MANY 
be ELIGIONS OVER THE YEARS, 


OH GOD, 
ALL PATHS LEAD 
ou you, AND ME, 
IS! ple E GUAREELLING 
IN THE NAME OF 
RELIGION. WHEN 
YOU ARE BUT ONE, 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


BECAUSE HE | 


HAR PRACTISED 
AND ACCEPTED 
ALL RELIGIONS, 
| PEOPLE OF ALL 
FAITHS CAME 

TO LISTEN TO 

HIS TEACHINGS, 


RAMAKRISHNA NOW WAITED COME TO ME,MY BOYS! 
FOR H/S SPEC/AL DISCIPLES WHERE ARE YOU? | CAN’T 
70 JOIN HIM, = BEAR TO LIVE 


. WITHOUT YOU! 
HAVE TOLD ME THAT YOU 
WILL SOON SEND MY 
CHILDREN TO ME!SONS, 
WHOM | CAN TALK TO OPENLY 


AND VERY SOON, THEY DID BEGIN TO COME; RAKHAL, LATU, BABURAM , SARAT, TAPAK— 
SIXTEEN YONG MEN /N ALL. P 


WHY AM |} SO | AM READY TO LEAVE /|| WHEN | AM WITH HIM, 

ATTRACTED TO EVEN MY HOME AND THE REST OF THE WORLD 

THIS MAN ? MY FAMILY, JUST TO MEANS NOTHING TO ME, 
BE NEAR HIM, 


|) BECAME RAMAKRISHNA'S DEDICATED 
MONASTIC DISCIPLES. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AND AMONG THEM WAS NAREN *,7HE BOY 
WHO WOULD ONE PAY MAKE RAMAKRISHNAS 
NAME KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
WHEN NAREN FIRST MET RAMAKRISHNA , HE 
WAS 4 YOUNG MAN FACED WITH A DILEMMA, 


50 THIS IS THE MAN WHO HAS 
r SEEN GOD! BuT ! DON’T 
BELIEVE IN GOD. SO WHAT DO 
1 WANT WITH THIS MAN? 


SLOWLY, THE SAME MAGNET/SM THAT HAD 
ATTRACTED THE OTHER DISCIPLES BEGAN | 


70 ATTRACT NAREN AS WELL. 
WHERE ARE YOU / TO DAKSHINE- 
SHWAR, 


FATHER , 


\/ } USED To HAVE Two 
IDEALS BEFORE ME. 
ONE,OF BECOMING A 
RICH MAN SURROUNDED 
BY VAST WEALTH: 
THE OTHER OF BECOM 

ING A WANDERING 
MONK. 


# SWAMI U/ VEKANANDA 


THE DOUBTING NAREN, HOWEVER COULD NOT 
KEEP AWAY, — 
YES—| SEE HIM 


SIR, | HAVE A AS | SEE YOU— 
QUESTION TO ONLY MORE 


YOU REALLY 


SEEN A 


f) 


ALSO CAN SEE 
HIM! 


TO SEE RAMAKRISHNA ? AGAIN? 
SON, | HAVE GREAT PLANS FOR 
YOU, | DREAM OF SEEING YOU 
JOIN THE I.C.S.DO NOT LET 
YOUR GROWING AFFECTION 
FOR A eis eel 


YES... 
| MEAN «+ 
NO, FATHER. 


NOW, 
SOMEHOW: + 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


AND 1T WAS Bes. SIR ALL THAT | HAVE \ AHA, NAREN! GOU ARE A 
THE LIFE OF A PEI LEARNT TILL NOW, IS SCEPTIC. GOOD! ALWAYS 
MONK THAT CONTRARY TO YOUR TEST MY WORDS 
NAREN FINALLY TEACHINGS. | CANNOT BEFORE YOU ACCEPT 
BELIEVE MUCH OF THEM? 
WHAT YOU SAY, ¢ 


QWAND WHY NOT, NAREN? AND WHY DO YOU LIMIT GOD? 
GOD IS FORMLESS, \ WHEN A PERSON PRAYS TO JUST AS A MOTHER CAN PREPARE 
YOU ALSO SAY AN IDOL, GOD KNOWS THAT DIFFERENT DISHES FOR EACH CHILD 
THAT THERE IS HE HAS GOD ALONE IN ACCORDING TO HIS OR HER TASTE WITH 
GOD IN A STONE MIND, AND GOD IS PLEASED THE SAME FISH, GOD TOO CAN MAKE 
IDOL. | CANNOT WITH THAT SORT _OF HIMSELF DIFFERENT. 
ACCEPT THAT. WORSHIP THINGS FoR 4 ~ 


TOO! +f DIFFERENT © 
: su 


gay PEOPLE. 
Me tf 


bt 


RAMAKRISHNA WAS LIKE A LOVING MOTHER Z Sem BUT HANUMAN, RELYING 
er ee a 
WITH THEM, AND ALONG WITH THE =< z BON ONC ee 


NAME ALONE, JUMPED 
LAUGHTER AND FUN, WISDOM WAS { ACROSS THE SEA TO 


LANKA.HE DIDN'T’ 
vi NEED THE 


FAITH. RAMA, WHO WAS 
GOD HIMSELF, HAD TO 
BUILD A BRIDGE TO 

TRAVEL TO LANKA, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AND THE DISCIPLES TOO, RETURNED RAMAKRISHNA*S LOVE. OVE DAY, A DISCIPLE NAMED 
MRANJAN WAS CROSSING THE RIVER GANGA (NV A BOAT. 


HAVE YOU SEEN THAT THEY SAY HE EATS LIKE 
RAMAKRISHNA OF DAKSHINESHWAR? | A WRESTLER. THAT’S 
ANOTHER GOD-MAN WHOM PEOPLE / ALL HE MUST BE 

ARE RUNNING AFTER? CARING ABOUT! 


‘++ HOW DARE YOU SPEAK LIKE THAT ! 

| AM HIS DISCIPLE AND | KNOW HIM 

BETTER THAN ANY OF YOU.HE IS A 
GOOD MAN! A GREAT MAN! 


WHAT ELSE 
WOULD A DISCIPLE 
SAY ABOUT 

HIS GURU? 


you AREA \ 
FOOL TO ACCEPT \7 

ALL THAT 

MADMAN 


WHEN NIRANJAN TOLD RAMAKRISHNA 
WHAT HAD HAPPENED ON THE BOAT— 


WHY DID YOU HAVE TO LOSE 
YOUR TEMPER LIKE THAT? CAN 
ANYTHING THAT ANYONE SAYS 
AFFECT WHAT | REALLY AM? 
NEVER LET THE THOUGHT- 
LESS WORDS OF 
STRANGERS UPSET 
4ou. 


HEY...9 SIT DOWN 
WHAT ARE 4YOU 
DOING ? 


| 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


WHEN RAMAKRISHNA CAME TO KNOW OF 
WHAT! WHEN “‘ 
THOSE PEOPLE INSULTED 
ME, YOU DID NOT SAYA 
WORD IN MY DEFENCE? 
IS THIS HOW LOYAL YOU 
ARE TO ME,JOGIN? 


ON ANOTHER OCCASION, SOME PEOPLE 
SPOKE AGAINST RAMAKRISHNA IN THE 
PRESENCE OF JOGIN, ANOTHER DISCIPLE, 
BUT JOGIN WAS A SHY, RETIRING BOY 
AND SAID NOTHING, 


WHEN N/IRANJAN He F THIS YOU ARE FIERY LIKE A RED 

INCIDENT, HE WAS SURPRISED, | CHILLI. HE WANTS TO CALM-4ou 

BUT THE MASTER CAN'T 4OU SEE? lap aca tenet g yt aE 

TOLD ME SOMETHING | HE IS MOULDING’ | eee ta BOY Sone <i 

QUITE DIFFERENT / QUR INDIVIDUAL NE ee Rie INTO: HUA 

WHEN | BLEW UP CHARACTERS. : 
THE OTHER 


BESIDES THE 


YOUNG DISCIPLES, 
OTHERS 700 
CAME TO RAMA- 
KRISHNA, ONE OF 
HIS GREATEST 
DEVOTEES WAS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
THE W/SDOM AWD 
OF Ate. BEAUTY OF RAMAKRISHNA'S TEACHINGS TOUCHED THE HEARTS 


A TANK HAS MANY GHATS. 
AT ONE, HINDUS DRAW WATER 
IN PITCHERS AND CALL IT ‘JAL’; 
AT ANOTHER MUSSALMANS 
DRAW WATER IN LEATHER 
BOTTLES AND .CALL IT ‘PANT’; 
AT A THIRD ARE CHRISTIANS 
AND THEY CALL IT WATER.CAN 
WE SAY THAT THE THING 
DRAWN (S NOT ‘JAL BUT ONLY 
‘DANI’ OR WATER P THE 
SUBSTANCE IS ONE, ONLY 
THE NAMES VARY. 


FATAL PRIN IM HIS THROAT. A Mee 


oe HE WILL HAVE TO BE 
TAKEN TO CALCUTTA 
60D IS THE FOR BETTER TREAT -~ 


OCEAN , WE ARE 

HIS” WAVES, GOD 

JS THE FIRE,WE 

ARE HIS SPARKS, 

INSIDE EACH OF 

uS, IS THE SEED 
OF 60D. 


| MENT. YOU CAN 
RENT A HOUSE 


SRI RAMAKRISHNA 
DEVOTEE AND DISCIPLE CAME FORWARD AS ONE, TO RAISE THE MONEY THAT WOULD 
BE NEEDED. V4 
noche | CAN MORTGAGE Y MY WIFE AND ! WILL} | WILL PAY PLL BRING AS 
». MY HOUSE. 


| | PAWN OUR < THE RENT FOR)\ MUCH FOOD AS 


JEWELLERY. 4 
PR. SARKAR, A PRACTICAL MAN WHO DID 
NOT BELIEVE IN SAINTHOOD OR MIRACLES, 


WAS MOVED. 
- | MASTER. |! WILL TREAT 
Neen oa 3 ~~ HIM FREE OF CHARGE. 
HAS INSPIRED ; 
IN THESE 
PEOPLE! THEY 
ARE READY To 
DO ANYTHING 
FOR HIM. 


THEN ONE DAY, RAMAKRISHNA SENT FoR 

NAREN AND PLACED H/S HAND ON HIS 
THESE PEOPLE HAVE HEAD, A POWER LIKE AN ELECTRIC 
COME ALL THIS WAY TO CURRENT SEEMED TO PASS INTO 


HEAR ME SPEAK.1 MUS’ 
NAREN, | GIVE 4ou 
_ SPEAK. TO THEM ALL THAT | HAVE, 


THESE POWERS WI 
ENABLE YOU TO DO 
GREAT THINGS IN 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


(NOT LONG AFTER THAT, ONE DAY, IN | | JOGIN BEGAN. 
EARLY ALIGUST— 
+«+ AUGUST TWELFTH 


JOGIN , CALL OUT AUGUST THIRTEENTH, 


THE DATES OF AUGUST 
THE MONTH FOURTEENTH::: 


OF AUGUST, 


++ AUGUST ON THE FIFTEENTH OF AUGUST 1886, SARADA 
FIFTEENTH «+ DEV! AND THE DISCIPLES STOOD ROUND 


THE BED. 
NAREN--+-NAREN..» TAKE \ | 
[ CARE OF THESE BOYS++-TAKE } 
DW), CARE OF THESE BOYS: TAKE 
ai Bs ~~ CARE OF THEM: _ 
os _ ——— 


AND THEN RAMAKRISHNA CALLED 
OUT IN A RINGING VOICE THAT HIS 
THROAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
(NCAPABLE OF PRODUCING, 


- a a7 


AND SLOWLY, HE FELL INTO A COMA. EVERYONE 
| WAITED FOR H/M TO COME BACK TO CONSCIOUS - 
| NESS, BUT HE DID NOT RETURN. . 


te 


[rs 
9 or 
AS RAMAKRISHNA HIMSELF ONCE PUT 17, HE 
HAD CROSSED FROM ONE ROOM INTO ANOTHER. 
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VIVEKANANDA 


HE KINDLED THE SPIRIT OF MODERN INDIA 


VIVEKANANDA 


SPIRIT OF HINDUISM LAY HIDDEN UNDER A DEBRIS 
OF RITUALS — RITUALS DISOWNED BY THE INDIAN INTELLECTUALG AND 
SCORNED BY THE RULING BRITIGH. AT SUCH A TIME WAG BORN TO VIGHWANATH DATTA 
AND BHUVANESHWAR/ OF CALCUTTA,A SON WHOM THEY NAMED NARENDRANATH, 


AS A BOY, NARENDRANATH WAS STRONG - BILEY? GIVE |T 
W/ILLED BUT RESTLESS, ONE DAY— 


MA, BILEY HAS 
TAKEN AWAY MY 
DOLL AGAIN. 


|Z 


B/LEY WAS NARENDRANATH?S PET- NAME. 
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WHEN 


THE MAGIC OF THE NAME /MME- 
DIATELY QUIETENED NAREND@ANATH. 


THERE! NOW YOU 
ARE CALM LIKE 
SHIVA IN 
MEDITATION, 


Ps KING NEEDS 
REVENUE. YOU 
BRING ME SWEET: 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


NARENDRANATH WAG A BORN LEADER, NOT ONLY 70 MIS 
TWO BROTHERS AND TWO SIBTERS, BUT TO ALL THE NEIGHBOUR - 
HOOP CHILDREN. a 

| AM THE = 


KING. YOU, MY PRIME 
MINISTER; AND YOU, 


I~ 


VIVEKANANDA 


THOUGH HE LOVED 70 PLAY KING, WHAT. FASC/- °° * WITHOUT KECE/VING EVERYTHING 
NATED HIM MOST WERE THE SANYAG/S 41) THEIR THAT WAS WITHIN HIS REAG. 


SAFFRON ROBES, THESE WANDERING MONKS COULD 
NEVER PASS BY H/S HOUGE +++ =| | SOD BLESS 
hou; CHILD. 


WHY DO YOU GIVE AND HE WOULD GO AND S/T 
AWAY EVERYTHING CROSSLEGGED 'N SOME 
pO THE SANYASIS QUIET CORNER OF THE HOUGE, 


* WANDERING MONK. 99 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FORTHRIGHT LIKE MANY CHILDREN, NAREN WAG BOLD 700, ONE DAY, A/S FATHER WAS 


SHOCKED TO FIND HIM NEAR A/G HOOKAHS, | WAS FINDING OUT 
IF A MUSLIM HOOKAH 


BILEY, WHAT \ 
ARE YOU | TASTED DIFFERENT 
; FROM A BRAHMAN 


De , i 
ae 2 iy A 


EVEN AS A CHILD HE COULD NOT APPRECIATE COMMUNAL DISTINCTION, 


pa 7 a 


Mh 


NAREN?S ENQUIRING MIND SOON 


AS THE BOY GREW UP, HE TOOK CARE TO 
DEVELOP HIS BODY AND HIS MIND, HIS REJECTED IDOLG AND LED HIM TO THE 
PERSONALITY 6TOOD OUT IN SCHOOL AND BRAHMO SAMAJ * 

GALES. YES, PROFESSOR GOD 1S THE 


| HAVE YET TO COME \HASTIE, NAREN 


ACROSS A MORE VER- 
SATILE LAD THAN HIM, 


SOON, HE WAS BURNING WITH THE DEGIRE TO KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD. ONE DAY, 


WHILE HE WAS ALONE W/7TH CENT TAGORE, THE LEADER OF THE BRAHMO 
qT] NAREN, YOU HAVE 


THE EVES OF A 


THAT 1S NO )1 
ANSWER TO 


* AREFORMIST SECT FOUNDED BY RAJA RAM MOHAN ROY. ine 


VIVEKANANDA 
IN HI§ CEAGELESS AND /NSISTENT QUEST FOR GOD, HE APPROACHED MANY A PARS 


SIR, YOU HAVE TALKED OF : 
GOD. HAVE YOU SEEN HIM? 


br DAY, AT A RELIGIOUS MEETING, HE MET SURENDRANATH M/TRA, A FRIEND OF THE 
FAMILY, 


SHRI RAMAKRISHNA OF 
> DAKSHINESHWAR,* 


\ oa 
Py 42 
) ee 


THE NEXT DAY, AT SURENDRANATH M/TRA’S PLACE — 


| WILL GO AND SEE HIM 
AT DAKSHINESHWAR, of 


qr» 


* APLACE FOUR MILES TOTHE NORTH OF CALCUTTA. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| KNOW YOU. YOU WHAT DOES HE 


ARE NARAYANA, COME; MEAN? | AM 
VISHWANATH 


DATTA’S SON, 


DOWN TO HELP 


WHEN NAREN WENT TO DAKSH/NESHWAR 
TO MEET RAMAKRISHNA — 
= — AH, YOU 


“WI WAVE COME AT LAST!\HE TALKS 
AS IF HE 
KNOWS 


WHY DID YOU 
KEEP ME WAIT- 
ING SO LONG? 


A) 9A 


; ‘ae | SEE HIM 
SIR, HAVE A\ Mn) ik /F 
YOU SEEN N \tey UPB) NORE CLEARLY THAN 


NAREN, THE WESTERN~ EDUCATED RATIONAL- 
77} IST FOUND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THIS. 


| DON’T KNOW, | 
LIKE THE PLACE, 
| LIKE THE MAN, 


VIVEKANANDA 


ON THE/R WAY 70 DAKSGHINESHWAR — NAREN, DO 
NOU ACCEPT 
ALL THAT RAMA- 
KRISHNA SAYS? 
NO.HOW 
CAN | ? 


) 


A FEW DAY6 LATER— 


NAREN , NEXT SATURDAY 
ILL BE GOING TO 


uh 


THE FACE OF THE MAN WHO HAD SEEN GOD, HAUNTED NAREN. HE BEGAN V/5/TING DAKSH/NEGHWAR 
FREQUENTLY. ONE D4Y — Q 

NAREN, WHY DO's, 

YOU SMILEPMAY 


WHO PUT THIS SILVER COIN )..°e" 
UNDER MY MATTRESS? 4 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VISHWANATH DATTA THOUGHT THAT THE A FEW DAYS LATER, SBHUVANESHWAR/ CAME 70 
VIGHWANATH W/TH A SUGGESTION. 


MEETING WITH RAMAKRISHNA MADE HIS SON 
WE ARE GOING HAVE PATIENCE,MY 


SEN CN EES MARRIAGE |S NOT 

NAREN, | WANT YOU TO \ YET FOR ME, THROUGH HARD TIMES. |DEAR.| EXPECT 
MARRY AND SETTLE DOWN, PA GREAT THINGS 
| HAVE CHOSEN A GIRL 


GET A JOB AND 
HELP YOU. 


BUT HE COULD ike 
ike 


WHAT SHALL | DOP 
\?LL GO TO 

DAKGHINESHWAR. 
PERHAPS +++ 9 


NOW THAT FATHER IS 
DEAD,| HAVE TO 
LOOK AFTER THE 
FAMILY. | MUST HAVE 
A STEADY INCOME. 


NAREN, WHY ARE TELL ME SOMETHING! 
YOU SO PALEPARE A/ DOES YOUR MOTHER 
KAL! GIVE YOU EVERY- 

THING YOU ASK 
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VIVEKANANDA 


WHEN NAREN VISITED THE TEMPLE, 


ae EVERYTHING, 


IF YOU WANT SOME 
THING, JUST GO UP 
AND ASK HER. 


DID YOU SEE MY 

MOTHER ? HOW MUCH 

MONEY DID YOU MOTHER, MAY 

b | EVER BE DE- 


AGAIN, RAMKRISHNA SENT HIM BACK AND 
THIS TIME HE ASKED FOR RENUNCIATION. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


+ «+ THE WHOLE WORLD SEEMED 70 
EXPLODE INTO LIGHT. THERE WAS 
NOTHING BUT LIGHT, /LLUMINATING Hig 


| DO NOT WANT 
MONEY. YOU KNOW, 
WHAT | WANT, 


YES, | KNOW, 
LOOK INTO My 
FACE. 


bed f 
“Wy - 
f idle 
L Al 4 b> {) 
ar | 


RAMAKRISHNA TOUCHED HIM WITH HIS FOOT AND++« 


SOON AFTERWARDS, NAREN GOT A TEMPORARY 
JOB AS THE HEADMASTER OF A SMALL SCHOOL. 


VIVEKANANDA 


AFTER AIS FIRST SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE 5 NAREN 
WAS A CHANGED MAN, AT DAKSH/INESHWAR — 


| WANT 70 BE OON°T BE 

ABSORBED IN ee IMPATIENT, 

GOD ALL THE Les NAREN, 
TIME. : 


SIR, NAREN |S 
DYING. HE |S 
UNCONSCIOUS. 


HE BEGAN SPENDING MORE TIME WITH 
RAMAKRISHNA, WHO WAG THEN UNDER 
MEDICAL OBSERVATION AT A HOUSE /N 
NORTH CALCUTTA.ONE DAY— 


REMEMBER ! WHAT 
YOU SAW WILL BE LOCKED 
UP LIKE A JEWEL. | LL 
GIVE YOU THE KEY AFTER 
YOU FINISH THE MOTHER’S 
WORK IN THE WORLD, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE , RAMAKRIGHNA °S HEALTH SIR, DO YOU 
GREW WORSE DAY BY DAY. THEN ONE FEEL MUCH 


DAy— 

JHE MEDICAL REPORT— 
IT?S CANCER OF 
THE THROAT. 


Yi 


THE BODY IS SUB- 
JECT TO THE LAWS 
OF NATURE, BUT THE 


MIND IS EVER IN 


SHOULDN’T TALK 
SO LONG. 


| TALK BECAUSE 

| HAVE TO SHARE 

MY RICHES WITH 
THE WORLD. 


MY TIME HAS come NT 
NAREN, | GIVE YOU 
ALL THAT | / ING HIM. 


AT THE TOUCH OF KAMAKRISHNA, NAREN FELT 
THE DIVINE SPIRIT OF THE MASTER ENTER— 


NAREN, 
WHY DO YOU 
LOOK SO SADP 
DON’T YOU KNOW 
THIS IS WHAT 
MOTHER WANTS ? 
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VIVEKANANDA 


AFTER RAMAKRISHNA’S BODY WAS CREMATED — 


WE SHALL ALL LIVE 
TOGETHER AT 

> BARANAGAR. 

2 


NAREN DONNED A MONK?S GARB AND HAD 
MIS HEAD SHAVED, 7 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
THUS THE SANYAS/ W/TH STAFF IN HAND, STARTED ON HIS PILGRIMAGE. | JERE 


| MUST TRAVEL FROM 

NORTH TO SOUTH, EAST 

TO WEST, ! MUST KNOW 
MY LAND AND MY 


Ay 
Y RENUNCIATION 5 YOU HAVE 
BECOME LETHARGIC. IN 
THE NAME OF AHIMSA, 
YOU ARE PRACTISING 
COWARDICE.BE ACTIVE 5 4 
BE BRAVE! 


ONE DAY, AS HE WAS RESTING AFTER A LONG 
DAY’?S JOURNEY, IN A FOREST — 


A TIGER! +++BUT HE IS HUNGRY THE MASTER WANTS 

| MUST FIGHT | AM HIS FOOD. CAN 4 ME TO LIVE FOR _/e 
HIM. | CAN HE BE DENIED HIS WORK. 

USE MY STICK. 4 


PERHAPS. + «f- 


VIVEKANANDA 
HE WOULD SLEEP IN THE HUTS OF 
AHS 


DURING HIG LONG TRAVELS IN INDIA, HE 
NEN, MAY HEN, NO, SWAMIJI. DON?T 


USE MY HOOKAH | | AM 
AN UNTOUCHABLE. 4 


» +» AND CONVERSE 
WITH MAHARAJAS. 


i 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
SWAMI) TURNED TO THE PRIME M/M/STER, 


PLEASE TAKE DOWN 

THAT PICTURE OF THE 
MAHARAJA AND 
GIVE IT TO MEL AN 


AT MOUNT ABU, HE WAS INVITED 70 DINNER 8Y 
A MUSLIM OFFICER. ‘ 


DO YOU SEE MY POINT \| 

NOW? THE STONE GOD HOW DID YOU ACCEPT 

IS LIKE YOUR PORTRAIT—] | MY INVITATION, SWAMIJIP 
1AM A MUSLIM, 


FROM ABU HE WENT TO GUJARAT, AT PORBANDAR, THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE THE STATE WAS 
VERE? id THE TEACHINGS SWAMI). SWAMIJI 5 YOU OUG OUGHT 0 


GO TO THE WEST. TAKE 
RX TO THEM THE VALUES 
OF HINDUISM WHICH 
ges HAVE MISSED FOR 
ITS SUPERSTITIONS, 
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VIVEKANANDA 


7 ! 

WHAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAD IN MIND WAS THE DOWN SOUTH, SWAMI REACHED 
PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS TO BE HELD iN | KANYAKUMARY, 
CHICAGO. ONE DAY — — 1 
PERHAPS IT WILL BE AN| | > 
SWAMIJI, WILL YOU GO = \OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE | | 
TO CHICAGO TO ATTEND, MY COUNTRY, BUT |?LL | 

THE PARLIAMENTS . 


200) MY COUNTRY FROM 

THE HIMALAYAS TO 
KANYAKUMARI]. | KNEW 
HER RICHES, | HAVE 
SEEN HOW POOR 


SWAMI, STARTED IS JOURNEY NORTHWARDS, AT 
MADRAS BEACH = BUT | HAVENT 


SWAMIJI, WE HAVE YET DECIDED 

COLLECTED THE FUNDS 

TO SEND YOU TO THE 

PARLIAMENT OF 

RELIGIONS. 
b) / 

' Ss mA Ns 


= 


; NS 4 ) 


fe 


Wiz 


SWAMI VIVEKANANDA !| PLEASE 
ACCEPT MY HUMBLE 
CONTRIBUTION 


HE THEN MADE UP HIS MIND, HELP CAME 
FROM UNEXPECTED QUARTERS. 


SWAMIJ!, THE MAHARAJA 
OF KHETRI HAS REQUESTED 
YOU TO SEE HIM. 


AT KHE Tel — 


Vis 


AFTER THe, eee CAME a2 


BE KNOWN AS V/VEKANANDA. 


* ONE WHO REJOICES IN WISDOM 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FAREWELL — MY COUNTRY! 
| SHALL TRY TO BE YOUR 
WORTHY SPOKESMAN. 


AFTER A LONG JOURNEY WA SINGAPORE AND JAPAN, HE REACHED 
CHICAGO /N JULY. 


——— a 
er 
Pee 
Te 


DON’T YOU KNOW, THE 
PARLIAMENT HAS BEEN POST- 
PONED TO SEPTEMBER? 
BESIDES , YOU HAVE TO BEG 

INDIA. | WANT TO BE hi}, SPONSORED BY AN 

A DELEGATE TO THE ORGANISATION TO BE 

WORLD PARLIAMENT A DELEGATE. 

OF RELIGIONS, 


VIVEKANANDA 
OW THE TRAIN WHICH TOOK HIM FROM CHICAGO 
TO BOSTON, HE MET MISS KATE SANBORN, 
0 1 


BU7 V/IVEKANANDA DID NOT WORRY, 


| AM HERE AMONG 
- THE CHILDREN OF TH 


SON OF MARY. 


—RS= 
am | 
i’ THANK { 
( YOU, SISTER, 
THE INVITATION CAME AS A BOON TO SWAML// 
BECAUSE HE HAD LITTLE MONEY LEFT WITH HIM, 


SWAMIJI, ASKING YOU FOR 
YOUR CREDENTIALS |S 
LIKE ASKING THE SUN 


i 


; Fe 


col 


a 


>i ee 
> “Se 
a. ZZ = 


THE CREDENTIALG WERE ACCEPTED, 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT AT CHICAGO, AG ILL -LUCK WOULD | | 
HAVE IT, HE LOGT HIB PAPERS. \ 
y % 


CAN YOU TELL ME PARLIAMENT ? WHAT 
THE WAY TO THE PARLIAMENT? MAYBE- 
PARLIAMENT OF 

RELIGIONS P 


TOWARDS EVENING, FINDING AN EMPTY WAGON 
IN THE RAILROAD FREIGHT YARD ,HE ENTERED /T+++ | - A SANYAS! 1S 


NOT BOTHERED 
BY DISCOMFORT! 


VIVEKANANDA 


HEY, YOU NIGGER THE INSULT STUNG HIM. 
THIS IS NO PLACE 


TO SLEEP! cet An 
—( our! 
an € =. 
: 


3! 


= 


3 , BRU wae 
oh 


p> 


3 OX 54 | 
wg Kl ane 
. ; ; NY 
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VIVEKANANDA 


AT THE PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS, THE OFFICIAL DELEGATES “mat INDIA SEEN ". 
PRESENCE THERE. . i ia 


f ‘wHoeveR a wo CARES? ALL 
ean SWAMI? | CNOW IS THAT THESE ) 
<Sanasis SVE OUR COUNTRY’ 

A BAD NAME rt: 


t/ 3 ' Gul ea, | } 
avyia i Me 3) = it Maen I>” <3, 
AAT MW 


ao 


/ UY = 7 


AFTER THE LONG-WINDED SPEECHES CAME 
VIVEKANANDA 'S TURN. 


MASTER, GIVE ME 

COURAGE ! THIS iS 

THE HOUR OF INDIA’S 
DESTINY! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WITH TREMBLING HEART AND A SILENT PRAYER TO SARASWATI *, VIVEKANANDA RO6E TO 
SPEAK. THE VAST AUDIENCE WAS THR/LLED BY A/G VERY FIRGT WORDS, 


THE PRECEDING SPEAKERS HAD ADDRESSED THEM AS 
‘LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, AS WAS THE CUSTOM, 


'7 TOOK FULL TWO MINUTES BEFORE THE TUMULT SUBS/DED. 
7-4 gt HAVING THEIR SOURCE IN 


WD, ee } WA oy \ DIFFERENT PLACES, ALL MINGLE THEIR 


i(\ WATERS IN THE SEA, SO, 0 LORD, THE 


VIVEKAVANDA HAD SUCCEEDED /N 
EXPLAINING WHAT GOD MEANT 70 THE 
HINDU MIND. /7 WAS A LUCID EXPLANA- 
TION. 17 MOVED THE LISTENERS. 


WHEN /T WAS OVER, SCORES OF MEN AND WOMEN 
WALKED OVER THE BENCHES IN THEIR EAGERNESS 


Me 


* HINDU GODDESS OF WISDOM. 


VIVEKANANDA 


THE NEXT DAY, THE NEWSPAPERS 
CARRIED GLOWING HEADLINES ABOUT 
THE SWAM/ WHO HAD CAPTURED 
EVERYBODY ’?S IMAGINATION. 


| HEARD 
HIM SPEAK.HE }} 


Sy a 


THAT WAS THE END OF VIVEKANANDA?S TROUBLES IN THE U.G.A, HE WAG LIONISED EVERY- 
WHERE, BUT HE REMAINED UNAFFECTED. p P= << 
THEY HAVE ie 2 Pm Pe i FN 


GIVEN ME THIS 


BUT OF WHAT USE Jas 
1S ALL THIS 
TOME WHEN MY 
COUNTRY WEEPS 
IN POVERTY? 


WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD, THE 
SHARERS OF IMMORTAL BLISS, HOLY 
AND PERFECT BEINGS «+ » COME 
UP,O LIONS, AND SHAKE OFF 
THE DELUSION THAT YOU ARE 
SHEEP! YOU ARE SOULS 
IMMORTAL, SPIRITS FREE, 
BLEST AND 
ETERNAL. 


AN Y) ” — 
VIVEKANANDA WENT FROM ONE PLACE 7O ANOTHER 
AND SPOKE WHENEVER REGUESTED 70 DO SO, 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE DAY IN TEXAS, /NBTIGATED BY SOME FANATIC CHRISTIANS, THE AUDIENCE BECAME 
ROUGH, THEY MADE H/M STAND ONA BARREL ANO SPEAK. LET'S SEE IF HE ea 


HE 1S AN ATHEIST WHO DOES WLS PRACTISES WHAT 
NOT BELIEVE IN HIMSELF! THE 7 Behe 

OLD RELIGIONS SAID THAT HE 
WAS AN ATHEIST WHO DID NOT 
BELIEVE IN GOD! THE NEW 
RELIGION TELLS YOU THAT HE 
IS AN ATHEIST WHO DOES 
NOT BELIEVE IN HIMSELF 


HE WAS PELTED WITH TOMATOES AND EGGS. SOME EVEN TOOK OUT THE/R PISTOL§ AND 


FIRED SHOTS IN THE Ale, _ JA 
aay THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD |S THE 
yl HISTORY OF A FEW MEN WHO HAD 
y FAITH IN THEMSELVES, THAT FAITH 
CALLS OUT THE DIVINITY WITHIN. 


= 
eS SS 


v hee |S ; 
>” RUN FOR 
ie YOUR LIFE,MAN! 


YOU FAIL ONLY WHEN ; MY GOD,THIS MAN 

YOU DO NOT STRIVE HAS COURAGE. 

SUFFICIENTLY TO | AM BEGINNING 
MANIFEST INFINITE TO SEE WHAT HE 
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VIVEKANANDA 


THE SWAM/ TALKED TO MEN AND WOMEN, AT THOUSAND /SLAND FARK, HE EXPLAINED 
THE RICH AND THE POOR ALIKE. THE PROFOUND PHILOSOPHY OF YOGA AND 
~ VEDANTA TO TWELVE SELECTED DISCIPLES.* 

i H fe * 


7 oW Oto2. Ml 


FROM THE U.S.A.,VIVEKANANDA PROCEEDED 7O 
ENGLAND WHERE HE LECTURED EXTENSIVELY, ONE 
DAY, AT A SMALL MEETING — SHE pre A SMALL SISTER? ( 


DURING H/G SECOND VISIT TO AMERICA, HE 
ESTABLISHED HIS WORK ON A MORE SOL/D 

FOUNDATION, A VEDANTA SOCIETY WAS 
ESTABLISHED /N NEW YORK, 


BROTHER SARADANANDA ¢ 
YOUR LIPS WILL CARRY 
FORTH THE MESSAGE 
OF VEDANTA IN 
THIS COUNTRY, 


FOR MISS NOBLE , THE SWAM/ SOON BECAME 
AN OBJECT OF REVERENCE, 


* TWAS AROUND THIS TIME THAT HIS FAMOUS WORK, RAJA YOGA WAS WRITTEN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE RETURNED 7O ENGLAND, AND FOUND 
ANOTHER OF AIG ge DISCIPLES | LOVED MY COUNTRY 
z Es WHEN | LEFT IT. NOW ITS 
22 VERY DUST IS HOLY TO | 
2) ME. = 
LOUD a Ye 


HE FIRST REACHED COLOMBO ON JANUARY /5,/897.THE WELCOME THERE WAS WARM, 
TRIUMPHANT AND TUMULTUOUS ,THOUGANDS FLUNG THEMSELVES ON THE GROUND TO TOUCH 


M/S FEET, 


MVEK AN KIA) 7A N 


: ay ava 
uN are 
ser | 
; —\ CS 


—a 
b 


HIS DEPARTURE FROM INDIA WAS UNANNOUNCED; H/S RETURN, A NATIONAL 
EVENT, AT RAMNAD , SOME EAGER MEN REMOVED THE HORSES FROM A/G CARRIAGE 


CB ; Gn bx 
El Tai 
eS A 
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VIVEKANANDA 


FROM RAMNAD TO MADRAS AND 70 
CALCUTTA, WHEREVER HE WENT, THE 
CROWDS YEARNED TO HAVE A GLIMPSE 
OF Hi. THE YOUNG MEN OF THE 
COUNTRY WERE INSPIRED BY HIS WORDS. 


THE WORDS HE SPOKE AT RAMNAD ST/RRED 
THE SOUL OF THE NATION. 


THE SLEEPING CORPSE APPEARS 
TO BE AWAKENING «+ INDIA, THIS 
MOTHERLAND OF OURS, FROM 
DEEP, LONG SLEEP ..- NEVER 
IS SHE GOING TO SLEEP ANY 
MORE! NO OUTSIDE POWERS 
CAN HOLD HER BACK ANY 

MORE! FOR THE INFIN(TE 

GIANT |S RISING 

TO HER FEET! 


NONE 1S REALLY WEAK ee « 

STAND UP! ASSERT YOURSELF, 
PROCLAIM THE GOD WITHIN You! 
DO NOT DENY HIM! ARISE! AWAKEY 
AND STOP NOT TILL THE GOAL 
IS REACHED ! 


v~ 


WVEKANANDA ORGANISED HIS FELLOW SANYAGIS 
INTO A DEDIATED BAND OF SPIRITUAL AND SOC/AL 
WORKERS, THEY NURSED THE SICK 9° ED THE 
POOR eee a] il 


SWAMIJI, REMEMBER MEP 
| AM MARGARET. | HAVE 
COME TO DEDICATE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
NIVED/TA LEARNT A GREAT DEAL ABOUT 


YOU SHALL BE 
INDIA AND /7TS CUSTOMS, THEN GET UP 


CALLED NIVEDITA— } 
THE DEDICATED / 


MEANWHILE y VIVEKANANDA TRAVELLED ALL OVER MANY DISC/PLES CAME FROM 
INDIA REVIVING THE SPIRIT OF HINDU/SM, ABROAD. HE TOOK THEM W/TH HIM 


lu 
\ SOF BIRTH! SEE GOD IN ALL 


OURING HIS TRAVELG, ONE DAY, AT 
AMARNATH , IN THE HIMALAYAS — 


AND SERVE ALL! 


b/g 


WHILE /N THE CAVE, VIVEKANANDA HAD A 
VISION OF SHIVA AND INFINITE ENERGY 
| MUST HURRY« + +] 
4 HAVE WORK TO DO 


FILLED A/S BEING, TWEE 
1Yf 1G, j, >: | BEFORE | DIE! | KNOW 
| WILL DIE BEFORE 
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VIVEKANANDA 


WHILE IN CALCUTTA, HE FORMALLY CONSECRATED AND THEN PAID A V/S/T TO THE 6PIRI- 
THE RAMAKRISHNA MONASTERY AT BELUR AS THE TUAL CENTRE6 ESTABLISHED BY H/M IN 
HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE RAMAKRISHNA ORDER. THE WEST, ‘a oe 


MEANWHILE, THE KAMAKR/ISHNA ORDER THEY FED THE POOR,MANY OF WHOM WERE GANTHAL 
DEVOTED ITSELF 7O THE SERVICE OF TRIBALS, ’ epee 


THEY ARE AS MUCH HIS HEALTH HAD SEGUN 70 FAIL. ON 
THE CHILDREN OF JULY 4 1902, HE PARTOOK OF THE NOON 
MEAL WITH HIG DISCIPLES. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


NONE SHOULD COME 
TO ME, UNLESS 


CALLED FOR, 


BY THE TIME THE OTHERS CAME, HE HAD CAST 
OFF HI8 BODY. HE HAD A DIVINE EXPRESSION 
ON HIS FACE.HE WAS NOT YET FORTY. 


TODAY, A MAGNIFICENT MEMORIAL STANDS AT KANYAKUMARI, AT THE VERY SPOT WHERE, MANY 
YEARS AGO, HE HAD DISCOVERED H/S LIFE’S TWIN MISSION OF ELEVATING THE MASSES 
OF MIS COUNTED: ae PIERCING INDIA’S UNIVERSAL , SPIRITUAL MEGSAGE ABROAD. 


A RARE SPIRITUAL GEM 


f - +» P 


a". 
r ge y 


ah 
LTT 
i 


s€ > 
_ Pt. 
— eo 
. ee 
| 


an \S es \\\e.) 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THE VILLAGE OF LAPWANTI IN NORTH KARNATAKA, 
THERE LIVEV A PIOUS MAN NAMEP MANOHAR NAIK 
HARKUPE ANP HIS WIFE, BAYAVEVI. ONCE, ON THE 
AUSPICIOUS VAY OF SHRI RAM NAVAMI IN 1817... 


I WILL 
SOON BE BORN 
AS YOUR 
SON. 


..LORV DATTATREYA* APPEAREP TO THEM IN A DREAM. 


A FEW PAYS LATER, ON 22 VECEMBER, 1817, WHEN THE 
PEOPLE OF LAVWANTI WERE CELEBRATING VATTA JAYANTI“ - 
y { Bi Wi “ . 


BAYADEVI HAS 
BEEN BLESSED 
WITH A SONIA 


HAS BEEN NAMED MANIK. 
PLEASE OFFER THESE 
BOOND| LAVVOOS TO 

OUR VISITORS. 


= = 
*LORD DATTATREYA IS THE INCARNATION OF BRAHMA, VISHNU AND? MAHESH. 
“DATTA JAYANTI IS THE BIRTHDAY OF LORD DATTATREYA. 


MANIK PRABHU 


THE BOY, MANIK, WAS LOVING, CAREFREE ANY ALWAYS REAVY WITH A SMILE. 


aoa 
MANIK, WILL 
YOU WATCH OVER 


YOUR YOUNGER BROTHER 
NARASIMHA, WHILE I GIVE 
YOUR BABY SISTER 
A BATH? 


THINGS WERE GOING TO CHANGE 3O0ON. 


MANIK HAP JUST TURNEV FIVE YEARS OL WHEN 
MANOHAR NAIK FASSEV AWAY 


a b ania NEIGHBOURING TOWN. 
_s Ps am 


YOU MUST ALL 
COME WITH ME. 
THE CHILDREN WILL FIND 
A SECOND HOME. WE 
WILL SHARE WHAT 
I EARN AND BE 

TOGETHER. _~< 


AN i 
Poy HE WAS SUCH A 
SIMPLE ANV GENTLE 
MAN! WHO WILL LOOK 
AFTER BAYAVEVI 


WITH THE NAWAB 


OF KALYAN. ff SS” \y Vie 
ll Nee ld 


THIS IS 


*! ~ fe 
50, THE FAMILY LEFT FOR KALYAN. |e = A BEAUTIFUL! 


MS tT 
(Shin's Mn Bios 5 COME HERE 


TO PLAY EVERY 


TO SCHOOL, 
YOU KNOW, 


*MOTHER 131 
“MATERNAL UNCLE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MANIK 20ON FORMEP A GROUP OF FRIEN?S WITH WHOM HE EXPLOREP THE COUNTRYSIVE. 


WILL WE 
71 GO TO THE CAVES 
AGAIN, MANIK? 


- YOU KNOW, 
HE IS VERY 


: 


none 


GOVINVA’S MOTHER WAS WEEPING BITTERLY BECAUSE GOVINTA WAS NO MORE. 


| = 


MANIK’S VOICE WAS FULL OF HEARTFELT LOVE ANY’ AFFECTION. 


KALAMBHATT, OR KALYA, WAS A PEVOTEE OF 
SHIVA. HE ATE HIS FOOP ONLY AFTER PRAYING 
AT THE SOMESHWARA TEMPLE NEAR MANIK’S 
HOM ONE MORNING - KALYA, 


WHY VO YOU TAKE 
50 MUCH TROUBLE? 
LORD SHIVA JUST WANTS 
YOUR SINCERE 
DEVOTION. 


YES BHAU*! 
LET’S RACE TO 
THE LAKE! 


I DON’T KNOW 
ALL THAT. DUST STAY 


TILL I COMPLETE 
MY PUIA. IT WANT 
TO SHARE THE 
PRASADA“” WITH 


aT 
MANIK PERFORMEV MANY SUCH UNEXPLAINEV 
DEEDS FROM A VERY YOUNG AGE. 


*BROTHER 


132 “FOOP OFFERED TO A DEITY OR SAINT 


MANIK PRABHU 


UNKNOWN TO HIM BALAMBHATT, HIS JEALOUS NEIGHBOUR, WAS PLOTTING TO RUIN HIS PEACE. 


50B! 50B! 
WHAT WILL I 
VO NOW! OH 
SHIVA! 


BHAU, 
I’M JUST 
A SIMPLE 
DEVOTEE. I VON’T 
UNDERSTAND 
PHILOSOPHY. I 
JUST LOVE MY 


*ANOTHER NAME OF SHIVA 


“a 


WHY 7O 
YOU WORRY? 
BALAMBHATT CAN ONLY 
SPOIL THE RITUAL. HE 
CAN’T SHAKE YOUR 


HA! HA! LET’S 
SEE IF HE WILL 
HAVE ANY PRASADA 
AT ALL! 


HA! I 
HAVE TO PERFORM 
PUIA TOO. 


SHIVA IS 
VERY PLEASED WITH 
YOUR DEVOTION. JUST 
SIT HERE AND CLOSE 
YOUR EYES FOR A 
MOMENT. HOW 
DO YOU KNOW 
THAT? I’LL SIT 
BECAUSE YOU ARE 
ASKING ME TO. 


Wi [a= 


pl) KALAMBHATT SAT IN FRONT OF THE 
SHIVALINGA WITH HIS EYES CLOSED. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER A FEW MOMENTS MANIK ASKEV HIM TO OVERCOME WITH EMOTION, KALYA BOWEV VOWN. 
OPEN HIS EYES. aes WAS RIGHT IN FRONT OF | | WHEN HE RAISEP HIS HEAL, SHIVA WAS GONE. 


HIM! 


MANIK! BHT... 
SHIVA...HOW? 


KALYA, 
THE LORD IS 
EVERYWHERE! 


AS SOON AS MANIK RECEIVE THE GAYATRI MANTRA, HE STARTEV TO CHANT MANY SACREV VERSES FROM 
THE UPANIGHADS AND THE VEVAS. THE PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHEL. THEY VIP NOT KNOW WHAT TO TEACH 
THIS YOUNGSTER WHO LOOKEV 40 CAREFREE ANP YET WAS WISE BEYONV HIS YEARS. 


#4 RITUAL AFT “A SACRED PRAYER 


MANIK PRABHU 


TEACH THIS CHILD WHO 
MANIK UNDER YOUR SEEMS TO KNOW 


CARE AND TEACH HIM : ‘ 
THE VEDAS. < 2) EVERYTHING? 


THE LEARNED SCHOLAR HAP RECOGNISED THE DIVINITY IN THE BOY. 
HIS UNCLE ENROLLEP HIM AT A SCHOOL BLI WHEN HANUMANTRAO SPOKE TO MANIK - 
MANIK WAS HARDLY EVER THERE. y DApA*, TELL RT 
| ES AS MAMA NOT TO WORRY. I LORD 
I AM FED UP = SSS (AM LEARNING ALL THAT I DATTATREYA 
HANUMANT! YOUR - NEED TO FROM THE WORLD TOO LEARNT FROM 


BROTHER MISSED o ~ AROUND ME. NATURE BUT MY 
SCHOOL AGAIN. THE ms . MANIK IS JUST A 
TEACHER COMPLAINED. 4 Pees ie LITTLE BOY, OR 
b\ HE NEEDS A FORMAL Y \ : . < Se I5 HE MORE? 
EDUCATION TO 3 , ah 
EARN A LIVING. 


T’LL 
SPEAK 
TO MANIK, 

MAMA._, 


¥*BROTHER 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE VAY, YOUNG MANIK SAW A BOY TROUBLING A PREGNANT BUFFALO. 


EVER TROUBLE 
ANY CREATURE, 


ei A LIFE IS A LIFE, INV 


WHATEVER 


MANIK PRABHU 


BALWANTRAO WANTEV HIS NEPHEW TO SETTLE POWN TO A NORMAL LIFE. HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT MANIK, 
WHO WAS ALMOST 15 YEARS OLD NOW. 


I HAVE GOT 
YOU A JOB AT THE OCTROI 
POST. TOMORROW MORNING 
YOU MUST GO THERE. PLEASE 


DO THIS SERIOUSLY. 


30 MANIK WENT TO WORK THE NEXT DAY 


IN THE EVENING, HIS UNCLE CAME TO 
FETCH HIM. 7 C . 


HE IS 


DISTRIBUTING THE 
DAY’S COLLECTION AMONG 
THE POOR! THERE IS NO 
WAY TO STOP HIM. 


——_= 
MANIK HAS ‘ : 
WORKED THE YES, HE 
fy WORKED THE WHOLE = 
40 GLAP. DAY BUT DON’T BRING HIM A 
] AM BEACK HERE TOMORROW, 


MANIK NOW SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME ALONE, LOST IN HIS OWN THOUGHTS. 


oo 
YOU MUST HELP 
YOUR UNCLE AND HANUMANT 


GOV KNOWS, IT IS HARD FOR ALL 
OF US. YOU ARE NOW GROWING 
uP AND MUST DO 

YOUR PART. 


1 


AMMA, 
DATTA PRABHU IS THE 
ONE WHO PROVIDES 
FOR US ALL. 


THINGS VIP NOT CHANGE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE AFTERNOON, MANIK WAS SLEEPING ON HIS LINCLE’S BED. BALWANTRAO SAW HIM AND LOST HIS TEMPER. 
—————=2 —» HIE 
SLEEPING IN THE —s) i 
AFTERNOON LIKE A MAHARAJA t 
WHILE THE REST OF US : 
SLOG TO PUT FOOD 
ON THE TABLE! 


MANIK GOT UP ANP QUIETLY LISTENEV TO HIS UNCLE. YOU MUST 
: = Te LEARN A LESSON! 
GET OUT OF THIS 


HOUSE RIGHT NOW! da geida e 


HAVE OPENED MY 
EYES TO THE TRUE 


' 
i 


| 


M 


NOW HE STARTED TO SEE THE BIGGER PICTURE ANP’ THE REASON FOR HI4 LIFE. 


MANIK PROSTRATEV BEFORE HIS NOW, WANPERING FREELY, MANIK REACHEV AMRITAKUNG A QUIET 
UNCLE ANP PISCARVEV HIS WORLDLY ANP BEAUTIFUL PLACE. HE WAS HAPPIEST IN THE FOREST ANV 
POSSESSIONS. AS HE LEFT, HE SANG - ALL ALONE. a 


PRABHUVINA KON KUNACHA VAALI? 
KARTAA HARTA TOH KARAVITAA 
MEE MITHYA JAN BOLI. 

KON KUNACHA CHAAKAR MAALAK 
VYARTHACHI BHAASHAN KHAALI. 
MANIK MHANEY MAATECHYA UPARI 


OF THOUGHT. I SEE MY 


: MAKER EVERYWHERE ANZ, 
IN EVERYTHING. 


JHE WAS JUST 16 YEARS OLD 


*WHO BUT GOP CAN BE THE SAVIOUR? WHY TAKE FALSE CREDIT WHEN HE IS THE VOER? ‘SERVANT’ ANP ‘MASTER’, BOTH WORPS 
ARE SHALLOW. MANIK SAYS, THE LORP PROTECTEP HIM IN HIS MOTHER’S WOMB ANP WILL CONTINHE TO GHARP HIM ALWAYS. 


MANIK PRABHU 


WHEN HE WAS THUS ALONE IN THE FOREST, ALREADY A REALISEV SOUL, 
A STRANGE ANP? UNKNOWN BAIRAGI* onli MANIK WAS NOW A ‘JEEVANMUKTA’, 
AN? SPOKE TO_HIM. LIBERATED EVEN WHEN ALIVE. 


I HAVE NOW 
GIVEN YOU DEEKSHA". 
REMEMBER, YOU AREA \ 

MESSENGER WHO HAS TO ff MANIK SADGURUNATHA 
SPREAD THE ULTIMATE JAGVYAPAK ATRISUITA! 
TRUTH FOR THE GOOD DATTA BRAHMACHARI REY 

OF THE PEOPLE. BRAHMACHARI 
7 TRIBHUVNNAT TUSHI FER IDX 


PEOPLE SLOWLY GOT TO KNOW ABOUT 

THE YOUNG SAINT, SHRI MANIK PRABHU 
MAHAKAT, AS HE WAS NOW CALLE HE 

WAS SOMETIMES SEEN IN THE AREA AROUNV 
AMRITAKUNE, HE COMPOSEV MANY SONGS IN 
MARATHI, HINP, KANNAVA, URCU AN SANSKRIT 
IN HIS MOMENTS OF ECSTASY. THESE ARE 
CALLEV ABHANGAS. HIS ABHANGAS WERE 
FULL OF BHAKTI (PEVOTION) TO THE VARIOUS 
FORMS OF GOV ANP ALSO CONVEYEP THE 
VEVANTIC MESSAGE OF ONENESS OF THE 
SUPREME BEING. HIS FAME SPREAV FAR ANU 
WIPE. PEOPLE FLOCKEP TO HIM. HE KEPT 
MOVING FROM PLACE TO PLACE. 


ONE DAY; LATE IN THE EVENING, HE REACHEY A PLACE CALLEV EAE RAEe > 


—a 
WHAT A BEAUTIFUL . 
TEMPLE OF PAVANPUTRA 
HANUMAN. I THINK THE PRIEST 
HAS LEFT FOR THE DAY. I WILL 
SLEEP HERE TONIGHT. 


a | 
THERE WERE MANY ROBBERS IN THE FORESTS. IT WAS SAIV THAT LORV HANUMAN ASSUMEV A VERY FIERCE 
FORM AT NIGHT WHICH ORVINARY MEN COULV NOT SEE. 60, PEOPLE CAME HERE ONLY CURING THE VAY 


*ONE WHO IS FREE FROM WORLPLY ATTACHMENTS #*#O DATTA, WHO IS PRESENT EVERYWHERE, SON OF ATRI ANP THE GURU OF 
“INITIATION MANIK, YOU ROAM THE THREE WORLYS FOR THE WELFARE OF ALL BEINGS. 


THEY NOTICED MANIK PRABHU SLEEPING 
Ls BF == — 


SCOUNPREL! IS 
THAT WHERE YOU 
KEEP THINGS! 


LONELY PLACE 
I COULV ONLY 
DEPEND ON THE 
LORD HIMSELF 
TO KEEP THEM 
SAFE, WHO 
ELSE? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MANIK CAREFULLY HUNG HIS BELONGINGS ON 
HANUMAN’S SHOULVER ANP WENT TO SLEEP 


NEXT MORNING, THE PRIEST ANI 
OTHER ATTENVANTS CAME IN. 


WHAT! WHO 
DARES TO KEEP 


TRYING TO BE 
SMART? TAKE THIS! 
TAKE THIS! 


MANIK PRABHU 


THEN A MIRACLE OCCURREV! | LOOK! 


HANUMAN |S 
BLEEDING WHERE THE 
PRIEST IS HITTING 
THIS MAN! 


THE LORD RESIDES 
IN THE HEART OF 


NOT DISCRIMINATE 
BETWEEN THE 
wo. 


THE YEARS FASSEL. PRABHU WENT TO MAILAAR 
FOR THE ANNUAL FAIR OF KHANDOBA*. EVERY 
DAY THERE WAS A THRONG OF PEOPLE WHO 
WANTEV TO MEET HIM ANP HEAR HIM SPEAK. 


DO YOU SEEK 
THE GURU TO FULFIL YOUR 
SIMPLE DESIRES? BROAVEN 
YOUR VIEW. THE WORLD IS 
TEMPORARY. 


VE. 
*KHANDOBA IS A MANIFESTATION OF SHIVA 


HE’S NOT 
ANY MAN! HE IS 
MANIK PRABHU OF 
KALYAN! OH PRIEST, 
STOP! 


AFTER A FEW DAYS HE REALISEV THAT A WOMAN WAS 
THERE, ATTENVING EVERY VAY, WITHOUT FAIL. 


YOU COME HERE 
EVERY DAY, SIT QUIETLY IN 
THE CORNER AND ARE AMONG THE Jr seek THE 


LAST TO GO. WHAT DO YOU ANE WER <O TRar 
SEEK? WHO ARE YOU? if auESTION, PRABHU. 
HO AM I REALLY? 
THAT 15 ALL I WANT 
FROM YOU. 


VENKAMMA, A 
WIDOW, FROM A 
VERY WEALTHY 

FAMILY. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE IMMEVIATELY SAW HER SFIRITHAL STATURE 
BUT HE TESTEV HER. 


— THESE PIECES 
YET YOU OF METAL AND 
CANNOT GIVE UP STONES? PLEASE GIVE 
THESE JEWELS THAT THEM TO WHOEVER 
YOUR FAMILY YOU WEAR. 


I HAVE 
FOR YOUR OWN NOWHERE 


TO GO EXCEPT 
YOUR LOTUS 
FEET. ACCEPT 
ME AS YOUR 


——_ 


PRABHU ACCEPTED HER AS HIS STUDENT. 


IN TIME, AFTER SEVERE AUSTERITIES, 
VENKAMMA BECAME A YOGINI OF THE 
HIGHEST SPIRITHAL ORVER. SHE ASSISTEV 
PRABHU IN THE DISCHARGE OF HIS LIFE’S 
MISSION CURING HER SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 


y PRABHU, WE WILL 
NOT BE ABLE TO GO FURTHER. 
THE RIVER CHANDRABHAGA IS 
FLOOVEV ANV NO BOATMAN 
WILL TAKE US ACROSS. 


v 


Pf > 
= BUT MY Ae 
VITTHALA WANTS \ ane 
TO SEE ME. Ap 


SHE IS SAIP TO BE THE INCARNATION OF 
AV! SHAKTI OF LORV VATTAREYA ANP IS 
ALSO KNOWN AS MAPHUMAT! SHYAMALA. 


MANIK PRABHU 


SUPTENLY, A BOATMAN APPEARED. TWILL cet Tee 
i — a TAKE YOU ee ? WAS NO ONE 


ONCE THEY REACHEP THE OTHER SHORE, MANIK PRABHU HURRIED ON. | 


WAIT TO MEET 
VITTHALA. 


MANIK PRABHU WAS OVERCOME WITH JOY ON 
SEEING VITTHALA IN THE TEMPLE. AS HE RAN 
FORWARTP TO TOUCH THE IPOL - 


MAN! DON’T YOU WS Dey |h = 
DARE PUT YOUR Ga 7. \\ GARLANDS! A 
MIRACLE! 


THE LORD! 


MANIK PRABHU 
BHAAVACHA 
BHUKELA, AANIK NA 
LAGE KAAY* 


a Ff zi PEOPLE WERE AMAZEV BY THE MIRACLE 
i / BUT MANIK PRABHU WAS NOT CONCERNED 
ra os WITH ANYTHING OTHER THAN HIS VITTHALA. 


AMANIK’S LORV 1S HUNGRY FOR PEVOTION ANP REQUIRES NOTHING ELSE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEREAFTER, MANIK PRABHU SET OFF ON A EVERYWHERE HE WENT, PEOPLE FLOCKEP TO HIM. HE 
PILGRIMAGE ACROSS THE COUNTRY. TAUGHT THEM THAT ALL PATHS LEAVY TO THE SAME GOAL. 
Y/ 


AATMA EKACHI 
SARVANTARI HO, 
AAMHA KON SHAIVA 
VAISHNAVA HO 
AAMHI SAKALAMATA 

> VANDU HO* 


I SEE IN 4509 
HIM THE GREAT SUFI 
SAINT, MEHBOOB 
SUBHANT. 


HE 15 NG 
DATTATREYA \ 


SLOWLY, THE VISIONARY TEACHINGS OF THIS AFTER THIS TIRTH YATRA HE RETURNEV TO GIVAR. ONE 
GREAT SAINT STARTEV TO TAKE A CONCRETE EVENING, IN A PLACE CALLEVY FHARNI, NEAR BIVAR - 
SHAPE AS THE SAKALAMATA SAMPRALAYA, A a Pi Wwe 

WAY OF LIFE WHERE PEOPLE FROM ALL 

WALKS, WITH DIVERSE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, 

FIN? A WAY TO REALISE THE TRUTH. HE 

EXPLAINEV THE COMPLEX TEACHINGS OF 

THE UFANISHADS IN SIMPLE WAYS TO THE 

COMMON MAN... 


~ av 


LIKE IN THE ABHANGA WHICH MEANS: 
*THE AATMAN OR BRAHMAN OF THE 

8 UPANISHADS IS ONE IN ALL BEINGS. FOR HS, 

| THERE IS NO VIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 
SHAIVA (WORSHIPPER OF SHIVA) OR A 
VAISHNAVA (WORSHIPPER OF VISHNU) SINCE 
THEY SEEK THE SAME GOP IN DIFFERENT 
FORMS. WE SHOULY RESPECT ALL PATHS AS 
THEY ULTIMATELY LEAV TO THE SAME GOAL. 


PROMISED 
ME THE SAME 
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MANIK PRABHU 


THE NEXT VAY, SHRI PRAGHH VISITEP THE HOMES OF ALL THE PEOPLE HE HAV PROMISED HE kaa ALL AT 
THE SAME TIME. decals lalla OTHER PEOPLE oAW HIM ASLEEP IN HIS ROOM. 


\ IT WAS ANOTHER MIRACLE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONCE, MANIK PRABHU WAS TRAVELLING FROM BIDAR TO KALYAN, WHEN HE STOPPED AT THE CONFLUENCE 
THE RIVULETS GURUGANGA ANP VIRATA. HE SAW THE RUINS OF AN ANCIENT, YET BEAUTIFUL SHIVA TEMPLE. 


SS STHIS MEETING OF THE ea 
RIVERS REMINDS ME OF THE COMING ; eit ae fe 
TOGETHER OF PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT Sh 
BELIEFS. AS IF A GURU AND SHISHYA* ARE " 


MEETING. THIS IS HOW PEOPLE SHOULZ, 
GROW TOGETHER. 


HE WAS NOW 28 YEARS OF AGE ANP THE YEAR WAS 1845. 
MANIK PRABHU SAT UNVPER THE AUDUMBARA TREE“ THERE. 


= 
ra WE WILL BUILD 
AN ANCHOR FOR PEOPLE ON THE 
SPIRITUAL PATH, HERE. SAKALAMATA 
SAMPRADAYA WILL FIND ITS ROOTS IN 


gud ASHRAM AND WILL NOURISH 
_ ALL IN TIMES TO COME. 


THE LOCAL NAWAB WHO WAS VERY 
IMPRESSEV BY THE TEACHINGS OF MANIK 
PRABHU, TRANSFERREV THE LANZ A SMALL 
HUT WAS BUILT FOR SHRI PRABHU. 


NEXT, AN AUSPICIOUS GAAP! OR SEAT WAS HIS MOTHER, BAYAVEV! ANP BROTHERS HANHMANTRAO 
ESTABLISHEV IN A BEAUTIFUL PRAYER HALL AN? NARASIMHA ALSO CAME TO HELP IN THIS EFFORT. 
MAVE OF VRIEV GRASS ANV BAMBOO. 


BUILDING SHELTERS 
TO LIVE ANP OPENING ]~ 


J REALITY. WORSHIPPERS FROM \ Lee 
ANY FAITH CAN VISUALISE THEIR \emas TRANK TOM: 
FAVOURITE DEITY ON THIS Gaavl} Ih MAY ORGANISE THE |) HANUMANT 
AND PRAY TOGETHER WITH CONSTRUCTION, PACA, 
HARMONY AT ONE 
PLACE. 


THERE IS ONLY ONE 


IN NO TIME, THIS NEWS SPREAV ANP 
PEOPLE STARTEV POURING INTO THIS AREA. 


*STUCPENT 
“CLUSTER FIG TREE. THIS TREE IS CONSIDERED VERY HOLY. 


MANIK PRABHU 


iS PRABHU, 
THE ROBBERS ON THE 
OUTSKIRTS ARE LOOTING 
THE PEOPLE WHO ARE 
MAKING THEIR WAY 
HERE. 


I’M SURE : 
NARASIMHA WITH HIS I WILL 
EXPERIENCE IN THE COURT POST GUARDS 
OF THE NAWAB WILL BE AND CHECK THE 
ABLE TO HELP SECURITY. 


SLOWLY THE PLACE STARTEV TO TAKE STRUCTURE ANV WAS NAMEV MANIKNAGAR. 
TEMPLES WERE CONSTRUCTEV ANV PROPER LIVING QUARTERS WERE PLANNEV FOR THE 
PEOPLE WHO VECIVEP TO LIVE THERE. FOR OTHERS, TRANSIT ACCOMMOPATION ANP A 
COMMUNITY KITCHEN, KNOWN AS BHANVAARKHANA, WERE SET UP WITH THE NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE GROWING, MANIKNAGAR ALWAYS HAV A FESTIVE ANY JOYOUS AIR. 


IT IS5 HARV TO 
CONTROL THE PEOPLE WHO 
THRONG TO MEET YOU. WE NEEV TO 
SET UP A VDARBAR WHERE PEOPLE 


IN THEIR HEARTS FULL OF LOVE. 
BUT LET IT BE AS YOU 
WISH. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


50, NARASIMHA TATYA* ORGANISED A DARBAR FOR DAILY DARSHAN“ ANP SATSANG**. A SIMPLE RAISED 
PLATFORM WAS CONSTRUCTEV FOR SHRI MANIK PRABHU TO SIT. PEOPLE FLOCKEV HERE WITH THEIR GIG ANU 
SMALL CONCERNS ANV ALWAYS FOUN AN ANSWER. 


= 


BHAKTAKARYA-KALPADRUM 
SAKALAMATASTHAPITA 
5R| SAVGURU 
MANIK PRABHU MAHARAS KI DAI“! 


== = 


I WAS DOWN 
IN DESPAIR, JUST 
A WORT FROM PRABHU 


: THE COMPLEX 
UPANISHADIC TEACHINGS 
OF ADVAITA VEDANTA ARE 


EXPLAINED SO BEAUTIFULLY 
i IN HIS ABHANGAS“* FOR 


TODAY HE IS 
DRESSED IN SUCH RICH CLOTHES, Vie 
YESTERDAY HE WAS IN A LOINCLOTH Jim 
\ WITH ASH SMEARED ALL 
OVER HIS BODY. _. 


COMMON PEOPLE LIKE 
us. 


OUT THE EXACT 
AMOUNT OF MONEY 


I LOOKED 
UNVER THOSE 
CUSHIONS. THERE WAS J 
NOTHING THERE. : 


= 


L ae Ses: — \ X 
*RESPECTFUL WAY OF ADDRESSING AN ELDER “THE OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW A HOLY PERSON OR IDOL 
#44 SPIRITUAL GATHERING “THIS 1S PART OF THE BIRUDAVALI OR INVOCATION WHICH NARASIMHA TATYA COMPOSED. 


MANIK PRABHU 


n 


PRABHU HIMSELF MUST BE EATING 
A WONDERFUL MEAL. TOMORROW / 
I WILL INSIST ON EATING WHAT 4 
HE EATS. 


THE MAN WAS IN 
FOR A SURPRISE. 


JUST ONE =} 
JOWAR ROTI FOOLED BY THE 


} OUTWART SHOW. 
ENJOY THIS | 


Bc 


ORVINARY HOUSEHOLVERS ANV GREAT SCHOLARS, PEOPLE FROM THE NEXT VILLAGE ANP THOSE FROM AS 
FAR AS KASHI, KASHMIR ANY KANCHIPURAM, SAINTS ANY SINNERS ALIKE, ALL FOUN? SOLACE IN THE VARGBAR OF 
SHRI MANIK PRABHU. AS THE GURU OR TEACHER, HIS MINV SAW THE INTENTIONS OF EACH ANY HELPEP THEM 
ACCORVINGLY. HE VISTRIBUTED WEALTH AS WELL AS HEALTH. NEEDLESS TO SAY IN THE PRESENCE OF SUCH A 
SPIRITUALLY ADVANCEV BEING, MANIKNAGAR GREW INTO A BEAUTIFUL PLACE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE FIETH NIZAM OF HYDERABAD, MEER AFZALLIPDALILAH, SENT A NOBLE MAN TO MANIKNAGAR. 
I m= 
|| TELL YOUR 


SIXTY THOUSAND RUPEES MASTER, I’M A 
IN EXCHANGE FOR A 5 
BLESSING FOR A 


WHEREVER 
Y I SEE, I FINV THE \N 
JAGEER OF MY DATTA \ 
PRABHU. I VO NOT 
NEED ANYTHING BUT 
I BLESS THE NIZAM, A 
NEVERTHELESS. A 


THE PEOPLE WERE WONVERSTRUCK WITH HIS INVIFFERENCE TO WEALTH. 


HE WAS VISITEV BY ALL THE GREAT SAINTS OF THAT TIME. THE HEAP OF THE 
3R! SHANKARACHARYA MATHA AT SRINGERI, THE HEAVY OF THE HAMP! MATHA, 
SHRI BRAMHA CHAITANYA MAHARAT OF GONTAVALE AS WELL AS SHRI AKKALKOT 
SWAMI MAHARAT, WERE SOME OF THE PROMINENT VISITORS. 


SWAMI! SAMARTH, OF AKKALKOT, USEV TO SIT WITH MANIK PRABHU UNVPER E 
THE AUPUMBARA TREE FOR VEEP PHILOSOPHICAL DISCUSSIONS. 


HE PUT A HANDFUL OF COINS INTO THE FAKIR’S 
BOWL, STILL ABSORBED IN HIS CONVERSATION. 


PRABHUOI, 
FILL THIS. SO, WHAT 
WERE YOU 


NARASIMHA, SAYING? 


PLEASE FILL THE 
FAKIR’S BOWL. 


m) 
Fi wines 


*ESTATE 150 “AN ASCETIC WHO LIVES ON ALMS 


I HAVE PUT , 
IN ENOUGH COINS TO 
FILL THIS SMALL BOWL 
TEN TIMES OVER. WHAT 
15 HAPPENING? 


THE FAKIR WAS VELIGHTEZ 
i— ~~ 


THESE FLOWERS 


ME. YOU CAN TAKE THE REST. 
SABKA MALIK EK*! 


TAKING THE VATES ANP THE 
FLOWERS, THE FAKIR LEFT 


*THERE IS ONLY ONE GOV 


MANIK PRABHU 


YOU SHOULD 
NEVER MISS SAINTS 


TO THIS DARBAR IN THE 
GARB OF COMMON 
PEOPLE. SUCH SACRED 
SPIRITS ALWAYS GIVE 
MORE THAN THEY 
TAKE. 


> 


THIS YOUNG FAKIR LATER CAME TO BE 
KNOWN AS SHRI ZAl BABA OF SHIRTI. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
Wa 


ALL IS LOST! 


ZAY YOUR I ONLY KNOW 


PRAYERS! y THAT MY MANIK 


LET US PRAY TO 
HIM. AND VO THE 
BEST WE CAN. 


TWO OF THE PASSENGERS WERE DEVOTEES OF SHRI MANIK PRAGHU. 


ONE OF THE | | 


- 


KARUNAKAR 
DEENAVATSAL DATTA, 
SATWAR DHAWUNI 


SOON THE WINPS STOPPEV 
HOWLING ANP THE SUN SHONE 
GENTLY 


MEANWHILE, FAR AWAY IN 
MANIKNAGAR, MANIK PRABHU WAS 
SINGING THE GAME ABHANGA 
SITTING UNVER HIS FAVOURITE 
AUPUMBARA TREE. i " 


KARUNAKAR 
DEENAVATSAL 


HAVE SAVED 
US ALL! all 


MIRACLE! 
WHO DID You 


SAY YOUR CHIMNYA“, 


THIS IS SEA 
WATER! 


CLOTHES ARE 
DRIPPING WET! 


*O MERCIFUL ANP COMPASSIONATE DATTA, 
PLEASE COME RUNNING TO MY RESCHE. 


ONCE THEY LANVEV SAFELY, 
THE TWO MEN RUSHEP TO 
MANIKNAGAR. 


PRABHU. YOU 
HELPED US IN THE 
STORM AT SEA, JUST 
LIKE YOU HELP US IN 
ALL THE SMALL AND 
BIG STORMS OF 


OUR LIFE. y 


WE Al 
GRATEFUL. 


~. 


4 


“BAPPACHARY (BAPPA) AN? CHIMNYA BRAMHACHAR! (CHIMNYA) 
WERE TWO VERY CLOSE DISCIPLES OF SHRI MANIK PRABHU. 


MANIK PRABHU 


GHULAM MUSTAFA KHAN, A TALUKDAR IN THE NIZAM’S STATE, OFTEN CAME TO MANIKNAGAR. HE WAS VERY 
IMPRESSEV WITH SHRI MANIK PRABHU. j 


SUCH A 
KNOWLEDGEABLE 
AND CHARISMATIC PERSON. 
I WOULD MAKE HIM MY 
MURSHID* IF HE 
ONLY FOLLOWED 
MY RELIGION. 


HE IS THE SPIRIT 
OF MEHBOOB SUBHANI. 
HE BELIEVES THAT GOV 
IS ONE, WHATEVER 
NAME YOU MAY 


BOOK YOU CLAIM TO FOLLOW, 
CALLS GOD ‘RAB-UL-ALAMEEN’; THE 
LORD OF THE UNIVERSE. THEN WHY 
SHOULD WE MORTALS DIVIDE HIS 
WORLT INTO MY PATH AND YOURS. 
WE MUST RESPECT ALL, WITHOUT 
HOLDING ANY ILL WILL AGAINST 
THOSE WHOSE BELIEF IS 
DIFFERENT FROM 


THINK ABOUT IT 
PRABHU. ALL YOU HAVE 
TO VO IS FOLLOW MY 
RELIGION. YOU WILL 
BE MY MURSHID WITH 
A JAGEER AND MANY 
PRECIOUS GIFTS. 


= a 
PY A 


RANGARAO 
PATWARI* HAS COME PEOPLE ARE UNITING \ 
WITH A MESSAGE TO LIBERATE THE COUNTRY * 
FROM NANASAHEG FROM FOREIGN RULE. THE 
PESHWA OF ssl BRITISH ARE BRUTALLY COMING 
BITHUR. DOWN ON THEM. THE PESHWA 
hee) SEEKS YOUR BLESSINGS AND 
ae SUPPORT DURING THESE 
= DIFFICULT TIMES. _, 


SPIRITUAL MASTER 
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NO MAN HAS THE RIGHT 
TO ILE-TREAT ANOTHER ANV NO 
ONE SHOULD MEEKLY SUBMIT TO 
THE OPPRESSOR. I AM GIVING THESE 
YOGAVANVAS FOR YOUR PROTECTION. 
\REMEMBER, ONCE THIS CRISIS IS OVER, 
: YOU MUST RETURN THESE 
STICKS TO ME. 


DURING HIS NEXT VARGAR - 


Y iN; 
NX y i, CL 
DURING ANP AFTER THE FIRST WAR OF INDEPENDENCE (1857), WHEN THE BRITISH FORCES 


RUTHLESSLY QUELLEV THE IVEA OF FREEVOM, THE PEOPLE HSEV THE YOGAVANVAS FOR THEIR 
OWN PROTECTION. a 


— -™ 7. = - 
4.200 OF THOSE STICKS CAN EVEN NOW BE SEEN IN THE SPECIALLY CREATED CHAMBER AT MANIKNAGAR. r 


TARRA HUSSAIN KHAN WAS A FAMOUS MUSICIAN. 
ONCE, HE VISITEV THE LOCAL NAWAB. 


TARRA, YOU MUST 
GO TO MANIKNAGAR AND MEET 
PRABHU. HE HAS SUCH AN EAR 
FOR GOOD MUSIC. 


REALLY! LET ME 
SHOW YOUR PRABHU WHAT 
REALLY GOOD MUSIC IS! I 


TARRA WAS QUITE PROUP OF HIS MUSICAL ABILITY 
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MANIK PRABHU 


HOWEVER, SHRI PRABHU SEEMEV VERY BUSY WITH OTHER PEOPLE ANP FAIV NO ATTENTION TO THE MUSIC. 


I DON’T THINK 


WAH, KHAN SAHAB! 
HE UNDERSTANDS 
MLsIC. HOW CAN HE WHAT A MARVELLOUS AND 


: WELL-TRAINED VOICE YOU 
2 
a gas HAVE. JUST PAY ATTENTION 
TO EVERY NOTE. 


TARRA KHAN WAS AMAZEV ANV EMBARRASSEL. HE 
STAYED ON IN MANIKNAGAR ANY WAS PEVOTEVP TO 
SHRI MANIK PRABHU FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE. 


BY THE YEAR 1862, MANIKNAGAR WAS A WELL-KNOWN HERMITAGE. PEOPLE OF VARIOUS FAITHS WERE a 
COMING TOGETHER IN A SPIRIT OF BROTHERHOOV ANV LEARNING. ; ie . 


TOGETHER 50 


BEAUTIFULLY. THERE |S 5O 


MUCH MORE 
TO VO, ISN’T 
THERE? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHRI MANIK PRABHU GAVE A VERY ENIGMATIC ANSWER. § 


THERE WILL BE OTHERS 
TO CARRY ON DATTA < ey 
PRABHL’S MISSION. MY ae (> 
LORD IS THERE FOR , , IN Y 
EVERYONE WHO : Z : 
SEEKS. 


CHANGE WAS AROUNP THE CORNER. 


WITHIN A SPAN OF S6IX MONTHS HANUMANT DATA, GAYAVEVI, NARASIMHA TATYA ANP VENKAMMA 
DEVI ATTAINEV SAMAPHI. 


OH WHAT A 
TERRIBLE, 
A TERRIBLE LOSS LORD KRISHNA . 
THIS |S. HAS SAID, THIS BODY I5 
‘ dy BUT A DRESS THAT THE SPIRIT 
HAS WORN. YOU VO NOT GET 
UPSET IF ANYONE CHANGES 
THEIR CLOTHES? I TOO WILL 
SHED THIS BODY 
ONE DAY. 


7 DON'T SAY 
\ THAT, PRABHU. 


IN MAY 1865, SHR! PRABHL CALLED FOUR OF HIS CLOSEST 
DISCIPLES. = 
a 

< Ht) WTI 
I WILL LEAVE | 
THIS MORTAL BODY Zs | 


IN SIX MONTHS TIME. PRABHU, EVEN 


NO, DO NOT GRIEVE. IE WE CONTROL OLR 


\ THERE WILL BE ALOT f\ Grier WHAT ABOUT THE 
FOR ALL OF YOU PESpLEe 


THIS IS HOW 
THE SAMSTHAN WILL 


q GROW AND HELP 
a SOCIETY. 


LEAVE YOU FOR EVEN 
A MOMENT. 


/| , a gs ~ 
HE HAV FUT INTO PLACE THE PLAN 
FOR HIS ONWARV JOURNEY. 


a 
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MANIK PRABHU 


THAT IS WHY NONE 
OTHER THAN YOU FOUR EVERY NIGHT, THE FOUR ASSEMBLED IN SHRI PRABHU’S HHT TO 
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT THIS.\| DIG HIS FINAL GAMAPHI AS HE VIRECTE ig 
11] 


YOU HAVE TO ASSIST 
ME ON MY ONWARD , 
JOURNEY. NOW LISTEN YOU THINK THAT < 
CAREFULLY... WHEN I TAKE SAMAPHI | 
EVERYTHING WILL END. THOUGH I 
: WILL SHED MY MORTAL BODY, 
MY MISSION WILL CONTINUE 
FOREVER AND MY SPIRIT WILL 
ALWAYS GUIDE YOU. ia 


THIS NEWS BUT SUCH WAS THEIR - \ A ‘ |’ 4 
DEVOTION TO SHRI PRABHU, THEY St 5 Cf ‘ 
TO THE WORLD AT LARGE. THE VAYS WERE FASSING VERY FAS 


FOR THE GYARAHV! SHAREEF OF MEHBOOB SUBHANT. 


— SUCH JOY = 
AND PEACE! I ee I KNOW WHAT You % 
SEEM TO BREATHE MEAN. LET US GO TO 


HAPPINESS IN 
MANIKNAGAR. 


THE MEN WERE HEARTGROKEN BY foes \ ; a: Ls \ 
, t 2 
IG THEM. 
T 


HE HAS BEEN 
( DISTRIBUTING KHAIRAAT* 
TO THE FAKIRS ALL 
EVENING. 


FALMS 
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AFTER FORMALLY ENTERING SANYASA ASHRAMA EARLY NEXT MORNING ON NOVEMBER 
29, SHRI MANIK PRABHU CALLEV NARASIMHA’S SONS, MANOHAR ANY MARTANZ: 


PLAN” i @ 
Y 


YOU ARE WISE 

AND HAVE AN INSTINCTIVE 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
VEDAS AND UPANISHADS. 


HE GARLANVEV THE ELVER BOY, MANOHAR 
WHO WAS JUST SEVEN YEARS OL 
—= “ 


FOLLOW THE 


PATH WITH CARE AND 
{ DEVOTION. I SEE GREAT 
CAPABILITY IN YOU. YOU 
HAVE PERFORMED 
MANY AUSTERITIES IN 
YOUR PREVIOUS LIFE. 


Mi) ‘\ 
THUS, THE GURU FARAMFPARA OF 
THE GAMPRAVAYA WAS ESTABLISHED 


AFTER THE BOYS LEFT, SHRI MANIK PRABHU WALKEP TO HIS HUT 
[ous | 
} 


MANIK PRABHU 


HE THEN ENTEREV THE 
STATE OF MAHA-SAMAPHI. 


AVAVHOOTA CHINTANA SHRI 
GURUDEVA DATTA.* 


THE PEOPLE WERE UNAWARE OF HIS MAHA-SAMATHI FOR THE NEXT FOUR DAYS. ON THE FULL MOON NIGHT 
DATTA JAYANTI - Sat 


YES, AFTER 
/ WE HAVEN'T DINNER I WILL GO 
SEEN PRABHU TO THE GAAD! FOR 
FOR THE LAST HIS DARSHAN. of nee 
Porn eae: rg ( I Am LEAVING 
= : AFTER THAT. 


AFTER EVERYONE HAV EATEN, THE NEWS OF SHRI MANIK PRAGHH’S MAHA-SAMADHI WAS VISCLOSEP. THE 
DISTRAUGHT VEVOTEES BROKE OPEN THE VOORS OF PRABHW’S HUT ONLY TO FIN THE STONE STRUCTURE 
OF HIS VIVINE SAMAPHI. 


OH PRABHU, 
WHAT WILL WE VO 
WITHOUT YOu! 


at 
EVERY HEART WAS HEAVY ANZ pres was A TEAR IN EVERY EYE. 


*PRAISE BE TO THE ETERNAL GURU, VATTATREYA, THE ONE WHO HAS CLEANSED HIMSELF OF ALL 
WORLPLY AFFILIATIONS ANP IMPURITIES. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SAKALMATA SAMPRAVAYA STARTEV BY SHRI MANIK PRABHU CONTINUES TO GROW AS AN ALL-EMBRACING 
SCHOOL OF PHILOSOPHY AS HE WANTEL. THE SAMPRAVAYA STRESSES THAT THERE ARE VIFFERENT PATHS 
OF WORSHIP BUT THEY ULTIMATELY LEAP TO THE SAME GOAL. THEREFOFE, IT IS SENSIBLE TO FIND THE 
ONE COMMON FACTOR THAT UNITES ALL. A SUPREME SOUL ENCOMPASSES THE UNIVERSE ANP THERE 16 A 
SPIRITUAL UNITY OF ALL HUMANS. THIS BEAUTIFUL IPEA EASILY EMBRACES ALL RELIGIONS, CASTES, 
CREEPS, THE RICH AND FOOR. THIS SAMPRATAYA AIMS TO BREAK THE BARRIERS BETWEEN PEOPLE AND 


BRING EVERYONE TOGETHER. 


THE SAMAPHI STHALA OF SHRI MANIK PRABHU IN MANIKNAGAR. 


MANIK PRABHU 


SHR! PRAGHU’S SPIRITUAL MISSION WAS ABLY CARRIEV FORWART BY BY HIS ILLUSTRIOUS SUCCESSORS - 
SHRI MANOHAR MANIK PRABHU (1858-1877), SHRI MARTANP MANIK PRABHU (1861-1936), SHRI SHANKAR’ 
MANIK PRABHU (1895-1945) ANP SHRI SIPCPHARAT MANIK PRABHU (1939-2009). PRESENTLY, THE 
SAMSTHAN IS HEAVEV BY SHRI DNYANKAT MANIK PRABHU MAHARAT WHO CONTINUES TO GHIVE ANP LEAD 
THE SAMPRAVAYA. WITH A MASTERLY COMMANPY OVER THE PRINCIPLES OF APVAITA VEVANTA, SHRI 
MAHARAT JI 1S SPREADING SHRI PRABHU’S MESSAGE OF ‘SEEING THE ALMIGHTY IN EVERYTHING ANP 
EVERYTHING IN THE ALMIGHTY’ ACROSS THE GLOBE. TOVAY, MANIKNAGAR IS A LIGHTHOUSE OF SFIRITHALITY 
AN? HUMANISM ANY A THROBBING CENTRE OF SOCIAL, EPUCATIONAL ANY CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES. 


THE VISION OF THE GREAT MASTER CONTINUES TO SHINE FORTH 
ANP HIS WORK IS CARRIEV ON AS HE HAV ALWAYS PLANNE. 


MANIKNAGAR |S LOCATEV IN THE BIVAR VISTRICT OF NORTH KARNATAKA 
ANP DRAWS SPIRITUAL SEEKERS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLZ. 


SIN 


(curren leg 
ANU 


GREAT THINKERS 
OF INDIA 


As an ancient civilization and the birthplace of many 
religions, India has been witness to the lives of many 
thinkers whose philosophies have changed the course of 
history. The brilliance of these philosophers and their 
teachings is such that not even the passage of time could 
alter the relevance of their works. 


On World Philosophy Day, Amar Chitra Katha brings you 
Great Thinkers of India, a collection of our existing titles 
Adi Shankara, Ramana Maharshi, Sri Ramakrishna, 
Vivekananda and Manik Prabhu. These philosophers led by 
their actions and have touched countless lives with their 
single-minded pursuit of the greater good. The stories of 
these thinkers became their lessons that live on to educate 
the world about the need for oneness among humanity and 
selfless service to one another. 


